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we now gee wool caming down over the Gov-
‘ernment line, FEver sinee the Midland Com-
pany brought in what is known throughont
the Slate as the port to port rate, that
company haz started to show a profit, That
speaks for iHself. I do mot blame the Com-
missioner of Railwavs; the blame chonld fall
on the proper zhoulders. The Minister can
corrcet me if I am not right, but I am in-
formed that the Commissioner has not the
power to fix rates and fares, that he has to
o fo the Government for authority. When
we pay a man £2,000 a year to manage a
huge undertaking like the railway system,
ke shonld have the anthority to do these
things without heing obliged to approach the
Government.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Tf the Commissioner
does not do as the AMinister tells him, he i=
not re-appointed.

Hon. B. FI. H. HALL: Our complaint is
that Geraldton pavs Ts. 3. for a Freight of
112 lhs. to Meckatharra, a distanee of 331

miles, whilst TFremantle and Perth pav
8z, 3d. only for 612 and 600 miles respee-
tively. This gives the Iatter cities the mon-

opaly of the husiness which hy right belongs
to Geraldten, because of ils geographical
position.  Kither the rate from Geraldton
is too high or the rate from Perth and Fre-
mantle is too low. There is no fair eompari-
son between 334 ov even 400 miles for 7s. 3d.
and GO0 or (12 miles or any other long dis-
tance for 8s. 3d. What is happening now,
notwithstanding the reduced rates on wool
that apply over the Wongan Hills line, is
that many motor trucks are still bringing a
eounsiderable quantity of wool down to Fre-
mantle, The trucks bring down that wool
and get bhack loading, The railage from
Geraldton to Meekatharra is £7 10s. 9d. per
ton: the sea freight from Fremantle to Ger-
aldton s 17%. 6d. per ton; the wharfage at
Gernldion is s, Gd. per tons the wharfaye
and handiine charges at  Fremantle are
4s, 6:., and ferwarding at Geraldton or mer-
rhants' cost of handling in and out of store
is nnnther 3s., making a total of £9 7=. 3d.
The motor iruek freizht from Perth or Fre-
mantle to Merkatharra is £8: thus there is
i cnving hy motor truck of £1 7. 3d. On
Class 3 goods the railaze from Geraldton to
Meekatharra i= €9 55 11d., pluz the eharges
that T have alreadv mentioned. £1 16=. 6d..
makine a total of £11 2=, 5d. The motor
truck freight heine £8, the saving by motor
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truck is thus €3 25, 2d. O spirits, tobaeeo,
vte., the railage to Meckatharra is €9 3s. 114,
plus 10 per cent., which adds 18s. 7d. Then
there are shipping charges, £1 16s. 6d. or
the Midland railway flat rate of 50s, per
ton. That adds another £2 10z, amd gmives
a total of £12 14= id., against the motor
truck freight of £8, =howing a =aving by
mutor fruek of £4 14« Gd. 1= it not time
that someone took action? People complam
ahout lhe roads heing destroved hy the
keavy six-wheeled trucks that are continu-
allv travelling over them from Meskatharra
to the ecity. The figures T have quoted are
<nfficient to show that sometihing <hould he
done, and T hope the committee, if it is ap-
pointed, will get to the hottom of this vexed
nuestion and find out who i~ re<pnnsible.
Even with an old member on my vight and
# new menther on my left. we are not too
certain whether the fanlt lies with the Com-
raissioner or with the Government. I have
nothing aeninst the officers of the depart-
ment, hut 1 would like {o see ihe responsi-
hility acknowledged and we ecrtainly shonld
know who is responsible for the fixing of
these freights, both passenger and goods. I
will support the motion,

On wmotion by Hon. L. T. Rolton, debate
adjourned.

ITowse adiovrned al 9.27 pom,
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BULK HANDLING BILL, SELECT
' COMMITTEE.

Erignsion of Time.

" On motion by Hon. N. Keenan, the time
for bhringing up the report of the select
commitles was cxtended for one week.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1832-33.
I Comiittee of Supply.

Reswmed from the 10th November; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Vote—Silate Batteries, £71,546.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Maylands) [4.35]: There has
been no change in the Fstimates for Stafe
batteries, exeept that we provide for an
estimated increase of expenditure of ap-
proximately £6.000 duc to the inercased
activity in the operations of State bat-
teries thronghout (he Slate. It may be
said that the State bulteries constitute the
best harometer of the eondition of the min-
tog industey. When it is found necessary
to closz down a baltery, it is usually evi-
denee {hat even the prospeetor, who is fre-
quently prepared to struggle along when
a company would not continuc to operate,
lias found it impossible to eontinue. On
the other hand, when claims are made for
Stlate batteries, it is evidence that there is
some vevival in the district.

Mr. Marshall: Soeme batteries have been
elosed down without warrant.

The MJNISTER IFOR MINES: I do not
know of any. As a matter of fact, it can
be said {hat Governments have eontinuerd
to operate batteries and have tried by all
means to retain them in ecertain distriets,
althongh the prospects were agninst the
possikilily of suceessful operations. We
have held hatteries out of eommission, in
soane instances, for a number of vears
ol have frequently invited people to lease
them without payment of rent subjeect to
their trealing are for the publiec on reas-
onable terms, and have even leased hat-
leries and provided a subsidy. Claims have
heen made in the last 25 vears for in-
crensed facilities, hut T have heen veferring
Lo e efforts of suecessive (iovernments,
sopieiimes in vain, to maintain hatteries in
di-tricts that eave evidence of petering
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out, During the last 214 years there has
been an incessant demand for increased
facilities at State bhatteries, and we have
met it so far as funds would permit and
when we were satisfied that there was a
chance of a continuance of operations. The
fizures speak for themselves. I douhbt
whether there has ever heen such a pheno-
mal rise in the tonnage and production of
State battevies in any vear as there was
in 1931 as eompared with 1930, In 1930
the tonnage handled inercased by 17,635
tons to 49,778 tons, which was a tremen-
dous increase. Tn 1931 the total tonnage
treated jumped 30,964 tons to an actual
total of 100,743 tons. The difference be-
tween those two totals represents the ore
carted to batferies and the ore and slimes
treated, hoth of which showed an extra-
ordinary increase, and which mainly were
treated for prospectors of small shows.
The inareased price of gold, due to ex-
change and sterling preminm, induced the
mining of lower grnde ore with a conse-
quent deerease in the average of the fine
gold product. Ore was taken to State bat-
teries that under normal eonditions would
not have heen carted, but in the main it
showed a margin of proflit. In 1931 the
average value was 57s, 9d, as ngainst G8s.
8d. in 1930. That does not really diselose
a loss as compared with the previous year
affeeting the whole of those who treated
ore at State batteries. The production in
1931 was as follows:—

Value.

078, £
By amalzamation 36,751 132,216
Tailing treatment 7,211 45,588

The estimated value of the produet in Aus-

tralian eurreney was £224,214, The increase

did not end with the operations of last
vear, TFor the frst nine months of the
presont vear—the fizures to the end of Sep-
temher are the latest available—the pro-
duction has heen as follows:—

Tons By amalgamation Value,
milled, 078, £
37,703 33316 127,142

By tailings treated {actual)
43,230 8,232 57,723

(with preminm)

Thus for the first nine months of the pres-
ceut wear the State hatteries have treated
102,934 tons, which is slightly in excess
of the total tfreated during the whole of
Jast vear. The estimated value in Austra-
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lian eurrveney for the first nine months of
this year is £216,141, against £224,214 for
the whole of last year. The estimated value
in Australian currency for the first nine
months of this year is 97 per cent. of the
full value for the whole of the vear 1931
It should be noted that the last quarter
of the year usually produces the highest
output, so we estimate that there will be
a very mueh inereased production for the
whole of this year as eompared with 1931.
Considering the mining industry, particu-
larly from the prospector’s point of view,
gold production reached its lowest ebb in
1929, but the increase since then is mag-
nificent evidence of the devclopment that
has taken place and the possibilities for
the future, particularly if gold maintains
its inereased sterling value and if the pre-
mium paid through the Communwealth
Bank is maintained. The total production
by State batteries since their ineeption to
the 31st August, 1932, from 1,636,383 tons
of ore milled, has been—

£
Amalgamation 5,408,416
Sand treatment 934,591
Slime treatment 263,296
KResidue 9,353
£6,617,626

This is evidence that the State batfery
system has been of tremendous value to
the mining indusiry.

HON. M. F. TROY (JMi. Magnet)
[4.45]: The figures given hy the Minister
indicate the great increase in tonnage han-
died at the State batteries during the last
two vears and evidence the aetivity that is
taking place in the mining industry gener-
ally. Some time ago the House was given
the number of men emploxed in the indus-
try and the details showed that the popu-
Jation of the goldfields had increased 100
per eent. since the last general eleetiong,
owing o the Jarge numher of men who had
been absorbed in the industyx. At the same
time those figures did not include the men
who were operating in the outhack country,
where State batieries are not available. One
has but to visit some of the onter luealities
that were almost abandoned, te 1ealise what
great activity is being displayed in the in-
duostry to-day, and what endeavours are be-
ine made to find =old in those areas again.
In my electorate, which ineludes Wi
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Lconora and Menzies, there are many locali-
ties where formerly hattery facilities were
available but the prospectors are withont
them at present. In some arcas batteries,
even fhose owned privately, were taken down
vears ago and disposed of, and some of the
plant was sold as serap iron. To-day pros-
pectors are again working those loealities.
At Navyhurst there were three people some
few vears ago and to-day that centre has a
population of 50 who are endavouring to
wake o living From pold production. At Me.
[da the population has increased trom four
or five to 60, and the same conditions ob-
tain ot Niagara, Kookynie, and Lawlers.
People have left the cities und the rural
areas aud have embarked upon the search
for gold in the hack evuntry. [ am glad
to know that the vote has heen inerepsed

this year although hy £5,000 only. T urge
the Minister to provide crushing facilities

for people in the outhack avea to whatever
exient is possible, seeing that so many have
gone back to the task of gold production.
It is a happy nugury for the country that
the gald mining industry  can absorb so
many men, and also women, because there
15 no question that had the industry not
heen able to absorb su many, the number of
the unemployed in Western Australin would
have heen preatly augmented.  The pold-
lields population, as well as maintaining it-
gelf, is able to support more people than
any other industry in onr midst. It is well
known that one man on the goldfields sup-
ports seven in other indusiries. Crushing
facilities are badly needed, or, in the ahsence
of them, the Mines Department should ve-
establish the earting subsidy that applied
priev to the present Government taking
office.  During wmy time as  Jinister for
Mine~, it was the poliey of the department
to arrange tor carting subsidies so that peo-
ple operating far removed from a hattery
would be given an opportunity te have their
ore crushed. Tt is partiedlarly necessary to-
day for the Government to re-institute the
subsidy so that peaple way have their ore
erushed at the batteries. Between Kalgour-
lie and Leonora there iz an entire absence
of erushing facilities and a State battery is
very much needed in the North eountry,
The old regnlations provided for the pay-
ment of a carting subsidy of 1s. per ion per
mile and it applied outside a radius of five
miles from s State batterv and within a
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mximum area of 30 miles. 1 trust the Min-
ister will see to it that ithat avrangonent
is reverted to. 1 want to stress the hapoi-
tance of providing crushing faeilities in the
hack-country areas. It is more lmportane
thai they should be provided now than at
any previous time during the last 20 years.
The reason for that is to be found in the
opportunities available to-day on aceount of
the inereased price ot gold. I note from a
statement appearing in the Uress that the
price of gold is L7 13s. per ounce to-day,
whiel is 75 per cent. more than was pay-
able a few years ago.  Whereas in tormer
vears the gold mining indusfry was not so
prosperous awl men did not turn their eves
to it to any great degree, ‘there are thous-
ands of men to-day who are willing to en-
gace in the industry.  Hence the opportuu-
ity that i= available to the Government. We
complain of conditions in the metropolitan
area, but if' money were made available,
thousands of inen would be ahsorbed in
the mining industry. There are extraord-
inary rumowrs afloat regarding which T
would  like some information from the
Minister. Drobably the rumours ave nof
correet, and the Minister may deal with them
in the course of his reply, or take advant-
age of some opportunity during the discus-
sion on the vote. The rumours are to the
effeet that the Government ave paying £1,0600
per annum for the lense of n battery at Kal-
goorlic. If the Government are doing thal,
I am afraid it is a rather extravagant ven-
ture. I understand that the owner of the
battery that is said to be leased by the Gov-
ernment has a further concession under
which, if a certuin tonnage is erushed, he is
entitled to a bonus. T trast the Minister will
give the Committee some information re-
garding that matter because there is much
eriticism. concerning it. I do not know
whether that eritieism is justifiable ov not.

The Minister for Mines: I gave the faets
long ago. If vou had heen here, you would
have heard them. The explanatien is on
record in “Hansard.”

Hon, M. . TROY: T de not think the
Minister’s remarks were published.

The Minister for Mines: At any rate, my
explanation appears in “Hansard.”

Hon. M. . TROY: I will look up the
Minister’s statement although I do not think
it will do any harm if he gives the explana-
tion again. I am glad that the vote pro-
vided for the Siate batieries has been in-
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creased, and 1 hope the Minister will do
his utmost to secure even additional funds
in ovder that crushing facilities may be pro-
vided in the baek cuuntiy. Much eould be
done in that dirsction so ag to take advant-
age of present-day opportunities. 'Those op-
portunities may not recur for many years.
While the depression lasts and gold remains
at its present price, there ave thousands of
men willing to he engaged in the industry.
The Minister rightly said that the State bat-
teries represented the best barometer indi-
cating the condition of the gold mining in-
dustry, and the great number of men who
are looking for gold,  Those engaged in these
activities are not looking for a weekly
wage; they are willing to work in order to
make a living, with the hope of spmething
better turning up.  They may make a
living to-day, or less than that, but there
is always a hope in mining operations that
the prospectors will strike it rieh and then
they are compensated for their hardships. L
trust the increased activities of the State bat-
teries will continue for years to come and,
at any rate, it is very Important that they
continue nntil the depression lifts. It is true
that when gold is dear, other commodities
are cheap, and equally that when gold is
cheap, other commodities are dear. T am
inclined to think that the depression will last
for a few years yet, and that being so, now
is the time to spend money in developing
the mining industry. By that means men
will be encouraged to go outback with their
families and engage in the industry. I am
glad to know that they are doing sa now,
It would surprise members fo see the num-
ber of families who are established outback
under condifions that are very often ex-
tremely harsh. They are facing their diffi-
culties cheerfully and I hope suecess will
attend their efforts,

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Hannans)
[4.533] : I shall not have much to say about
the Stale Datteries vote. T am glad to see
that it has heen inereased, although not to
a very marked degree. I recognise the
financial difficulties of the (fovernment but
T trust that every eifort will he made to
encourage the operations of the batteries.
I want to direct attention to the position
of the batteries. Last year we spent £65,587
aiul the actual revenue received was £72,644.
During the present finanecial year we esti-
mate an expenditure on the hatteries of
£71,546 and the estimated revenue is
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£79,000. The figures quoted by the Minister
serve to show the increased activities of the
State balteries. T appreciate the Minister’s
diffienity in securing additional funds for
the establishinent of more State batteries,
bt I hope he will do what is possible in
that direction. I have one or two small com-
plaints that I wish to voice. T am sorry I
have left them until this stage, but the chiet
reason is that T received the prineipal one
only a little while ago. T forgot ahout it
for the time being, or T would have sent the
letter itself to the Minister. The matter
is worth mentioning and T hope the Minis-
ter will look into it. The leftter T reeeived
is dated 11th Oectober, and it refers to the
difficulties of prospectors along the Menzies
line regarding trucking ore up and down,
particularly down the line to the State bat-
tery at Coolgardie. T am prepared to hand
the letter to the Minister and make it avail-
able for the Committee, The individual
concerned Lad his ore crushed some time agn
at the Kalgoorlie State hattery, and he was
one of the most unfortunate of those eon-
cerned.  From memory, I think he put
throungh a parcel of 19 toms, and it took
bin: nin; days to get the ernshing through.
Something went wrong with {he lattery
from time to time, which occasioned the de-
lay, but 1 think the battery has been put ir
order since. While the actual result of the
crushing was satisfactory, the trouble arose
out of the time it took to met the parcel
through, and members having experience in
conneetion  with the mining industry will
appreciate what that means,

Alr, Marshall: He eould have puk the ore
over the pan more auickly than that.

Hon. 8. W, MUXSIE: That is =0. H:
expericneed considernhle trouble at the hat.
fery although he 2ot gond results. Then he
tried to et his ore to the Coolenpdie State
huttery, if pos:ible, and when he had an-
other erughing ready he wrote to Mr. Burn-
side, the manager of the Coolgardie bhattery.
In his letter to me the person concerned
savs—

Well, this is the tronble,  We are crushing
at Coolgardic. Mr. Buruside wrate up to us
saving he had arranged for trecks: all we
hald got to de was te see the Ruilway Depart-

ment for trucks and get  here on the  3th
October. T saw Mrs, Beaton—

Mrs, Benton is the wife of a railway em-
plovec. There is no stationmaster at Broad
Arrow, but Mrs, Beaton does the hooking.
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controls the savings bank and so on at that
particular station—

—straightuwuy. Could not get trucks by
down train. I offered to pay haulage from

Kalgoortic. After an cight days wait we got
trucks out and loaded. ‘U'hen two trains have
gone by and left them in the station. So 1
don’t know when they will he taken. All
up the line are meeting the same fate. Pro-
Lably when we get to the battery we will
have another wait through being 'ate, as
crushings will be put in ahead of us. B0 you
see the fate of prospecters here,

I want to point cut to the Minister that this
is not the first complaint 1 have had on
the same lines. Previously I had a complaing
thai trains passed (Uwough Bread Arrow
leaving trucks of ore loaded in the vard
there. Un another occasion another party
happened to meet me in the strect. He said
he was in Kalgoortie to sec if he could geb
any trucks., e found he could not gef his
ore lreated at the State Dbatteries, and so
be booked up with Hunt’s in Kalgoorlie.
Hunt only agreed to take the ore provided
the man could get it there by a certain date.
He consulted the Railway Department to
aseertain if he eould get the necessary
trucks, and found, npon inquiry, that Lz
could get his ore to Hunt’s by the given date,
He loaded his trucks and put them into the
vard., Two trains came by, however, and
left the trucks there. There was then only
one other train coming from the North, and
if that did not pick up the ove, it could not
possibly reach Hunt's battery in the time
stipulated aind the man would have had fo
wait for three months to get his ove erushed.
He then interviewed me. [T explained the
position to the superiniendent, who admit-
ted that two trains had gone hy fully loaded;
but he said that he would get to work and
see if some arrangement conld not be made
to vend seme of the ore by the next train
coming down. Later on in fhe same day he
ranyg me again {o say that he had arranged
for two trucks ro be brought on that train,
and ihe Lalance by the followine train. He
had also seen Iunt’s, who =aid that that
would be satisfactory to them. Tt is not alto-
gether fair 1o a prospector, when he goes
to Kalgoorlie to try to get some satisfaction,
to be told that nothing can he done. T think
this proapector went to the stationmaster,
who could not suarantee the picking up of
the trueks on the down trips from Laverton
or Leonora. When there is n full load at
the end of the line, they have to leave the
trucks on the intermediate stations behind.
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L have now received another letter from the
same person giving me the results of the
crushing of the ore. He makes a complaint
about ihe altered cunditions. [ quite real
ise that what the Minister said in connec-
tion with the carting subsidy is frue, that
he eannot atford to pay it; but I cannot un-
derstand why this man js being charged so
murh by the railwayvs. I have here the State
Battery’s return, so there can he no doubt
about it. 1t is zigned by the manager him-
self. 1t is a reeeipt for the money paid.
This man had 221 tons erushed at 10s. 6d,,
amounting to £11 13s. 8d. That is the
correct charge for crushing; but for rail-
way haulage he is charged £8 12s, 3d., which
is approximately 7s. 9d. per ton to earry
ore from Broad Arrow to Coolgardie. I
think that is exorbitant. I would point out
that had the regulations not been altered,
the haulage would have cost that man £5
11s. 3d. instead f £8 12s. 3d¢. On the 221/
ton parcel it meant a Joss to him of £3 1s.
Unless there is some cxplanation, to my
mind that is not giving the man outback a
fair deal. I understand that when the re-
gulations were altered and one or two bat.
teries along the Government railways were
closed, it was not intended to place the pros-
pector in the outback districis at a disad-
vantage as eompared with the man who was
closer to the battery. The man outback was
to get a rebate. The object was {o place all
the prospectors crushing at the State bat-
teries on the samnc footing, hecause it was
to suit the convenience of the department
that some of the Siate hatteries were elosed
down, as the money could not be found to
recondition them. As a matter of factk,
the activities in ile district did not warrang
the hatteries being reconditioned ut that
time. If there is nothing wrong in that
charge of Ts. 9d. per ton from Broad Arrow
to Coolgardie, surcly there must he some
special reason why that rate was charged. If
not, it is ontrageous to charge that amount
for earting ore to a State battery. Those
are the only two points I desire the Minis-
ter to look into. I was going fo ask some
question in connection with the matter that
the member for Mt Magnet mentioned.

The Minister for Mines: Will you let me
have those particulars later?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Yes. The last let-
ter T got was dated 24th Oectober.

The Minister for Mines: You do not want
to mention any names now.
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Hon, S. W. MUXNSIE: So far as this
prospector is concerned, T have known him
for over 30 years. As a matter of faet, I
think he is one of the men who was
receiving sustenance in Perth, but was per-
mitted to proceed to the goldfields in order
that he might go prospecting. He is a first-
class prospector and has succeeded. T think
this is the fourth or lifth crushing he has
had from the same mine. T am glad to sec
that the tonnage is increasing and hope it
will continue to increase. This can only be
achieved by encouraging prospectors fo go
into the hack country and work nol only
old shows but virgin country. The present
increase in tonnage is doe to those men who
are hattling in the back country and what
rather surprises me is that bigger finds have
not heen wade during the past two years,
However, if they persevere, you cannot tell
me that thev will not make good discoveries,
even if they do not sueceed in finding an-
other Golden Mile. T hope the fonnage will
increase fo such an extent that the depart-
ment will be compelled to erect more State
batteries, beeause the more that are regquired
the hetter it will be for the State. I would
draw the attention of hon. members who
tzke no interest in gold mining at all to the
fact that last year the State hafteries actu-
ally showed a profit,

MR. F.C. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe}
[3.10]: T join with the member for Hau-
nans in his request that the Minister will see
his way clear to extend the State battery
system throughout the goldfields. There
ran he no question that the figures quoted
by the Minister in connection with the State
hatteries show an improvement. The im-
portance of State batteries to the gold-
wmining industry cannot he over-estimated,
und the wisdom of installing them is fully
nroved. In my opinion, as T have stated
previonsly in this Chamber, had more Stata
batteries heen ereeted throughout the gold-
fietds, unquestionably the gold production
last year would have been very mnch higher
than it was. That wonld have heen all to
the advantage of the State. The Minister
knows full well that the hatteries in exist-
ence were not sufficient to meet the demand
that was made upon them for crushing, nor
are the hatteries to-dav meeting that de-
mand. The Minister prided himself some-
what on sapplving 5 battery at Kalgoorlic
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by renting one. 1 do not want te go over
that transaction again, but [ would like to
poiut out, in regard to some figures which
the Minister quoted in reply to a statement
which I made with reference to that battery,
that if the hattery crushed 10,000 tons per
annum, the Government would pay, by way
of rental, £30 per week, or £1,560 per an-
num. From what T can learn of the bat-
tery, there is very little possibility of its be-
ing able to erush that tonnage in a year, be-
cause it is a second-hand hattery, and the
engine which drives it is also second-hand
and nof very powerful. Suppose, however,
that ihe battery did erush 10,000 tons per
annum, then 3s. per ton is paid in rent for
every ton crushed hy the battery during the
vear. T think that is altogether top high.
In addition, of course, there would he the
working expenses. The Mlinister suggested
that a battery of that deseription would cost
£10,000. T vather question that statement,
in view of the number of stamps that are
available in the district, and the possibilities
of securing an engine second-hand that would
be more powerful than the one which is at
present being used on the hattery I have
referred to. Now, interest at the rate of
5 per cent. on £10.000 would amount to £50)
per annum, which wonld be equivalent to 1ls.
per ton on the 10,000 tons that are pro-
posed to he erushed. It seems rather
strange to me that the DMMlinister, who
recognised the necessity for a battery
of that deseription, could not have found
that amount of money, especially in view
of the fact that the State batteries, as has
been pointed out hy the member for Han-
nans, showed a profit last vear of £7,057.

The Minister for Mines: Over working ex-
penses.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Yes. As a matter
of fact, I suppose that wonld he the first
vear that the State bhatteries have shown
s profit over working expenses.

The Minister for Mines: I think it was.

AMr. F. C. L, SMITH: They have made
a loss every other vear. I ean remember
hearing or reading a speech which the Min-
isfer made some vears ago when he stated
he did not expect the State batteries to show
a profit; vet this year the departnent are
hudgeting for a profit over working expenses
of €7,454. The department have the right
nt the end of five years to purchase the
battery rented by them for the sum of
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£5,000; but in those five years the difference
between the rent paid and the interest at &
per cent. would be £5,000, or £1,000 per
anpum. I do not think the reniing of thai
battery at Kalgoorlie, espeeinlly baving re-
gard to its condition, was a very good busi-
ress deal. I should like to know from the
Minister who is paying the cost of the
evanide plant at that battery; whether it
i¢ an additional expenditure or whether the
owner of the batterv is meeting it. The
Minister mentioned also that there was a
considerable saving in cartage fees as the
result of this baitery; I think he suggested
£200 per month was being saved, and that
it served to off-set the rental being paid for
the battery. But it seems to me this raises
the question whether it would no be wiser in
future to pursue a policy of erecting small
Latteries where required throughout the
Stute, rather than pay cartage subsidies,

The Minister for Mines: What do you
call a small battery?

Mr. . C. L. SMITH: A 5-head battery.
I do not suppose you would get one much
smaller than that, although I have heard
of one of three heads.

The Minister for Mines: Because it is
small is not to sny that necessarily it would
be erected more cheaply.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITE: You can get one
crected for ahout £3,000. That at Yalgoo
cost some £3,500. There nre plenty of
stamps available.

The Minister for Mines: Stamps are but
the smallest portion of the outlay.

M. F. C, L, SMITH: Well, what would
you call the largest portion of the outlay?
At all events, you have the hoxes and stamps
up there. The JMinisfer in another place
said the Government were eharging as low
as 8s. per ton at thai Kalgoorlie battery,
crushing on a time hasis, But a Huonting-
don mill. was erected at Hampion Plains,
and it crushed 2% tons of ore per hour,
charging only 10z, per hour, which is a verv
much hetter proposition than 8s, per ton.
Another feature of the Huntingdon mill is
that it will treat almost any kind of ore,
and it cost only £1,000 to erect, including the
engine for driving it and ineluding also an
engine and pump with which to supply it
with water from an adjacent mine.

The Minister for Mines: But would these

plants be perfeetly satisfactory to the pros-
pectors?
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Mr. 3. C. L. SMITH: Appavently {hat
at Hampton Plains is satisfactory: for [
know a party there who had been toking
their ore to Coolgardie, and hecause of
the expense were getting practieally noth-
ing out of it. wheress after the evoction of
the Huntingdon wmill, they put through at
that plant a crushing secared in  three
months that netted them £180 prolit. So
there must be some advantage in the nill.

The Minister for Mines: Do not Eorget
that we have not the maney neeessary Ffor
these enterprizes.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH : So we understand.
Y lnow that 1 myself have not the £10,000,
for I am a bit short at present.

The Minister for Mines: Not shorter
than we arve.

Mr. . C. L. SMITIL: However, [ do hope
that if possible the Minister will see his
way elear to making some extension of
our erushing facilities in the necar future.
Reeently there was in the newspaper a
letter relating to optiens held at the Gros-
mont mine, Coolgardie. It was stated
that a Dbulk erushing wonld be put
throngh the State battery, and the writer
of this letter said he hoped it was true
hecause, as he pointed out, annther oplion
wns held at Cocolgardie, and it had taken
themm nine months te puat throngh 300
tons. Ife did not think that gave the
mine a fair testing, and so he trusted Lhe
butk erushing from the Grosmont mine at
Caoleardie would bhe put throngh. But, if
that were done, I should like to know how
the prospectors arve going tn get on with
their small pareels of ore. The writer of
that letter also pointed out that the bat-
tery at Coolgardie was unable to meet the
demand at present being made npon it for
prospeetors’ pareels. T hope the whole
ruestion of State batteries will be aeain
looked into by the Minister with a view
of endeavouring to extend the existing
faeilities; heeause evervihing points to a
prosperous future for the gold-mining in-
dustry. We all hope we shall shortly turn
the correr, and that wheat and wool will
again come into their own: but there are
not yet many indications of onr having
turned the corner, and in this State we
have to look principally to the goldmining
industry. So long as wheat and wool and
other commaodities of the sort are depressed,
so long will the goldmining industry  be
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prosprious and be  the  only indusiey to
which the State can look forward with any
degree of hape.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.23]:
]t was encouraging to listen to the figures
submitted bv the Minister, but of course
they are only the natural enrollary of en-
haneed values,  Unfortunately wheat and
wool are now suffering, while gold is en-
joving pretty good prices, so it is only
natural that people zhould scramhble te
supply the demand indicated by an in-
ergased price, While we are pleased to
see the position of the goldmining indus-
v, itots ot oat all encouraging  to note
the alterations and even the abhelition of
some of the concessions previously granted
to prospectors. [ shall revert to that pre-
gently. Tn the meantime, I want to thank
the department and the Minister for the
new 10-head mill erected at Cune, 1 suppose
of all the State hatteries, the old Cue battery
was the one that from its inception
kept golng continuously and never stopped
for want of orve, but graduslly lost
ground until the Minister provided a sub-
stitute.  Actually, the old battery was
seven months hehind its orders. This is
an indieation of the prosperity in the Cue
distriet, T remind the Minister thut the
same thinz is happening at JMeckatharra
to-dav. Quite recently T forwarded for
his consideration correspondence usking
for an extension of the erushing facilities
in that distriet. A few years ago we had
one manager attending te two State bat-
terics, ane at Peal: Hill, and the other ai
Meekatharra, and T doubt if he was really
ozcupted then. '

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: No, he was not.

Mr. MARSHALL: To-day a manager is
refquired nt each of those batteries. Both
of them have heen operating during the
last two vears, and neither has ceased for
want of ore. To-day the Meekatharra bat-
tery is about 3,000 tons behind, and  so
the position is hecoming acute. Prospee-
tors in the main are net in a position to
maintain  themselves for an indefinite
pertod.  Usually ihey are backed by the
husiness people, who naturally look for
repayment of the amounts they advanee in
credit fo the prospertors, Tt is not fair,
cither to those business pecple or to the
prospeetars, fo ask them to wait five or
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six months before the crushings can be
dealt with. There is at Meekatharra a
battery which can be leased. It is a
pretty old mill, and will be pretty
expensive to put into working order; but
if the Minister thinks the Meekatharra dis-
trict 15 moving ahead, and there really is no
money available for the erection of addi-
tional stamps at the hattery, he might well
consider putting that old mill in order and
getting it going. T hope he will give the
matter favourahle conzideration, because the
prospectors eannot be expeeted to go many
months  without any  refurn  for their
labonr. As to the coneessions previously
riven to prospectors, the point 1 want to
raise is in regard Lo newlv-discovered fields,
the alteration of pavments for the treatment
of sands or tailings, and the aholition of
pre-payments on low grade ore. The Min-
ister advanees the argument that while the
price of gold is so high and attractive the
mdustry should be able to stand ou iis own
feet. In se far as he speaks of the indus-
try, I agree with him; hnut the Dlinister
knows there arve thousands of prospectors
not on wold at all, and the value of whoese
ore scit in for crushing is very uncertain
indeed.  Yet the Minister savs these eon-
cessions shall not be granted again unti
the price of gold falls helow £6. Scores of
prospectors do not get a fair deal becausz
all these erushing  at  State hatteries are
treated on the one plane, with the result
that those on payable ore can realise on
their product and et the inereased priee
of gold. There are hundreds of prosperiors
around the Murchison who are net on high
grade or even good pavable ore, and the
value is uncertain.

The Minister for Mines: How are yon
going to seale up and scale down? How
¢an we come on the general taxpayer more
than we are doing!? .

Mr. MARSHALL: Each case must he
treated upon its merits. People get a wrong
impression with regard 1o gold mining.
They read in the paper that a certain party
has erushed 20 tons for 200 ¢zs. They say
it is a splendid erushing, but they do not
know what it cost to get it, or how long
it fook to get it. That may not he as pro-
fitable a crushing as another of 10 dwts. to
the ton.

The Minister for Mines: That is the point.
How can you seale it up? If vou cannot
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wet an adjustment up, vou cannof get an
adjustment down.

Mr, MARSHALL: T am speaking of the
concessions that were previously enjoyed.
The Minister does not now make any refund
on low-grade ore. Battery managers usually
know how long it has taken to get a partic-
ular pareel of ore, and what expenditure
the prospector incurred in getting it. Some
ore is diflicult to get and expensive to ntine,
In caszes where the ore is not of u payable
character the concession should be allowed
to remain.

The Minister for Mines: The money will
have to comre ont of the vther {ellow. Haw
are vou going fo get it?

Mr. MARSIIALL: The Minister should
ant have cut away so much. The 25 tons of
free crushing from new fields has been cut
out.

The Minister for Mines: Whe is going to
pay for all these concessions?

Mr. MARSHALL: This has always heen
the policy of the Government.

The Minister for Mines: 1 knoew, hut to-
day the Government cunnot find the money
from the general taxpavers, many of whon,
from the point of view of ineome, are in a
worse posilion than are those who are en-
gngred in the gold mining industry.

Mr, MARSHALL: Does the Minister
imply that every prospeetor is in a prosper-
ons position?

The Minister for Mines: There will al-
ways be some who are on the bread line, no
matter what may be done for them.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is not a question
of taking something away from a particular
seetion of tnxpayers who are already in a
bad position, and giving that to others whe
are in a prosperous position.

The Minister for Mines: You admit there
are some men on low-grade ore making a
profit, whereus others ave making a loss or
very little profit on high grade ore,

Mr. MARSHALL: T suggest that the
State battery managerz should he given dis-
cretion in these matters.

The Minister for Mines: You will not get °
any Minister to agree to that.

My, MARSHALL: The Minister has made
hard and fast rules on which he will noi
give way. Diseretionary power shenld he
given to the managers, who could then seci
in accordance with the positior in whieh the
prospector finds himself,
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The Minister for Mines: That has never
lbeen done in the history of State batteries.

Mr. MARSHALL: Altogether toe much
has bheen taken away from the prospectors.
1 would not mind if everyone was producing
ore that was payable, but that is not so,
and yet the Minister persecutes these men
still forther. Relief in the case of low grade
ore has been denied them, as well as the free
crushing from new fields. The men I speak
of are not in a good posilion and are not
deriving any Dbenefit from the enhanced
value of gold. T thank the department for
the congideration they have given to a few
people, and again urge the necessity for
providing additional crushing facilities at
Meekatharra,

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
J. Scaddan—Maylands—in veply) [5.35]:
The matter referred to by the member for
Hannans will he inquired into. He has
handed me the correspondence, and I will
see how it is that the amount he indicates
was charged in that particular case. W
have not varied the position with regard fo
railway freights. Where we have a battery
alongside the vailway, and ean provide for
the crushing of ore within the railway sys-
tem, it 15 infinitely better to do that than
e talk of laying out elsewhere eapital which
is not available to-day. We ecertainly dc
not want to be econfronted with the necessity
for ereeting a State battery at squy plaee
where this ean be avoided. Neither are we
anxious to impose any unfair conditions
upen prospectors who ave close to our rail-
way system, but rather do we desire to help
them as much as possible. The whole mat-
ter will be inquired into. T havre explained
the position with regard to the Siate bat-
{evy at Kalgoorlie, referred fo by the mem-
ber for Brown Ril-Ivanhoe. Ti was useless
to go to the Treasurer, and if the Leader of
lthe Opposition were Treasurer to-day he
limself would admit the usclessness of any
application to him for money. No funds
are forthcoming far expenditure upon an
industry which is the mosl prosperous with-
" ir the State when others are going hegzing
for sufficient funds to keep them alive. Tt
i= donhtful whether sufficient money can be
wade available even for the necessitons
cases. When the proposition was submitted
that a battery could be erected without eap-
ital ontlay by the State, subjecl to onr pay-
ing rent, we went into the whole matter.
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We were advised by ollicials of the depart-
wment that we could save money by leasing
thiz hattery upon terms that were agreed
vpon, and could also save the subsidies that
we were paving to private batteries, from
which we got no return. We were having to
pay eartage to enable people to get their
ore to Ora Banda.or Coolgardie. In this
wayv we saved more than the outlay on a
State battery, and immediately relieved the
congestion at Coolgardic and Ora Banda,
which would not otherwise have been relieved
for six months. Tn the cireumstances we
«lid the he<t thing that was possible. We
are not hound to purchase at the end of
five years. We can purchase then if we
desire to do so at a price that has been
fixed. If it does not suit us to purchase,
we are not bound to do so. This arrange-
ment obviated the necessity for prospectors
being hung up for several months and being
unable to repay storekeepers for the help
which had been rendered to them, It also
represented a divect saving to the Govern-
ment and enabled men to get their ore
treated without any further delay It does
uut matter what charges may be imposed
st State battertes or any other treatment
plant. There will always be a number of
persons who will obtain ore that does not
pay themn. No one has ever been able to
solve the problem of how to put noa-pay-
ing ore on a profitable hasis. There is a
eertain limit te {he value of ore which ean
be produced al a profit. We have to con-
sider the present cost of produetion side by
side with the return for that cost. There is
no question but that if we took away all the
concessions that were previously found by the
taxpayers for the prospuetor, he would still,
as a rvesult of the enhanced price of gold,
plus the premium paid, be in a better posi-
tion than he oceupied before. Thus it
is not fair to ask the community, many
members of whom are on the point of
starvation, to find additional money to pay
to an industry which is getting an advant-
age from the mistortunes that others are suf-
fering. Who pavs the premium on gold;
not the user, but the general taxpayer. The
producer is not only gefting the enhaneed
value of gold but a premium by exchange.
The difference hetween the enhanced price
of gold and the amount the producer is ac-
tually receiving, namely the premium, is
fonnd by the taxpayer. That is enough to
ask the taxpaver to put up under existing
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condition=. 1 kuow that numbers of indivi-
dual prospectors are struggling for a liv-
ing. and there always will be a number of
such people. Alveady the general taxpaver
iz trexting the prospector well by paying
this premium, and we have avoided interfer-
ing undualy with the rates for crushing. The
member for ITannans gave some information
the other night regarding tlie treatment
meted out to tributers. A tributer iz on all
fours with a prospector. e goes on to a
lease for the purpose of produring ore from
which he obtains gold. For the right to ex-
tract gold from the lease he has ta pox
charges which arve out of all proporiion te
the ¢harees imposed at State batteries, The
chirges are of such a nature that ordinary
prospectors conli not meet them. If they
were ealled upon to do so, 90 per cent. of
thoze who use our State battery svstem or
private erushing plants, would be unable to
bear them. The hon. member said that some
trentment plants are able to provide crush-
ing facilities at o lower cost than is the ense
at State batterivs. Tt wuuld not suif pros-
pectors if we erected a plant of that des-
eription. We must give them complete fareil-
ities. They have to rely upon proper ore
vaines hefore ernshing is started, We must
have umpire =amples taken. TProper samp-
iing facilities must be afforded, We ean-
ni! throw up any sort of structure. During
the last two years we have found monev to
erable private owners of plant to improve
it before the prospector will treat his ore
at it. When it came to a queshtion of ¢rush-
ing for the public, and paying <ubsidies on
ote crushed, the prospeetors compluned that
the hattery was ot suitable, and that unless
certain alterations were effected, they would
not make u-e of the plant. Private owners
of plants do not supply the facilities we
provide at State hattertes.  The Jimblchah
battery could not Tre put up Ffor CLA00
There is a great difference hotween the
State hattery and the ordinary prospector's
battery. The fovernment have to provide
up-to-date faeilitics. and that means heavy
capital ontley, whiclt we eannot provide to-
dax.

My, F. €. 1., Sinith: The Huntingdon il
is treating ore for prospectors, who are evi-
dently =atisfied.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
one prohlem which has not vet heen =nlved.
and to which some of our minine erzineers
should apply themselves. T refer to a treat-
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ment plant that would treat & small quan-
tity of ore at a low cost per fon, as apart
from the large plant of the Lake View and
Star or ibe Wiluna mine. What we need
is a plant that will operate when and how
required, and one that ean be put up at a
small cost and operate inexpensively for

the prospector. A five-head mill does
not come within that category. We have
a number of places in the North-West
that unquestionably warrant the eree-

tion of small plants for the purposc of fest-
ing out, Tf it were possible to ereet those
plants, we would {ind a2 number of prospee-
tors going out there and the fields would he
cpened up.

Hon, M. ¥, Troy: What about your ona-
liend stamp?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
heen ftried and it has its weaknesses. If
thuse weakiesses could have been overcome,
we would have got a number of the plants.
Someone sugzested we shonld use a small
ball mill, but it is impossible to use a hall
mill wheve we have a number of customers,
With one plant it would never pay because
if a man had a small pareel of five tons t»
put through, he would expect to get it
cleaned up, and with z hall mill it would
eost three times the erushine charge to have
the elenn-up aloue. T only wish some of our
minine eneineers wonld solve the problem
for ns.

Mr. 7. C. L. Smiih: A prospector would
not want vou to elean up liis small parcel;
he wonld want vou to buy on assay.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
a svetem by which we hand over to the pros-
peetor the total gold obtaired from amalga-
matinn, lezs the cost of tveatment. The pro-
spector vets the full mavket value, and it is
not {4 an ounce either.

AMr. . C. L. Smith: They cannot sample
are throngh the stamp mill

Tie MINTSTER FOR MINES: Years
aro in this Chamber the question of pavine
on aseay value wns disenssed, hut it was
found that that would be impossible unless
we had an up-to-date plant, and an up-to-
date plant i¢ an expensive item.

Fon. 8. W, Munsie; The aseay plant on
the Take View and Star eost £22,000.

The MINTRTER FOR MINES: We
know these probleqs exist hmt unfortunately
we have not vet found a solution, and the
cnly time we zhall he able to fnd the solu-



tion will be when the finances are in a better
position. Tn the meantime we have done
very well by the prospector.

Vote put and passed.

Tate—Cave House, £6,069; Sale of Gou-
erniment Property Trust Adecount, £46 616—
agreed to,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES-—STATE TRAD-
ING CONCERNS.

In Committee.

Alr. Richardson in the Chair.

Division—State Briekworks, £14,000:

The MINTSTER FOR WORIS: The es-
timated expenditure of this department is
£14,000, an increase of £164 over the figures
of the previous vear. Althongh these works
hiave not paid their way, thex have heen kept
going and have paid a certain amount over
working expenses towards interest and sink-
ing fund. As hon. members know the build-
ing trade has been at a low ebb for somo
time and if we had earried on operations
continuously the State would have lost a
considerable amount of revenue. The capi-
2l cost of the brickworks to the 30th June
Iast was £54,012 and we paid in deprecia-
fion fe the same period £28,195, reducing the
book value of the assets to £25817. A eon-
servative - valuation of those assets at the
present time is £35,836. If this had been an
ordimary private company and profits had
been made. they would have been used to
wipe off the capital and the balance left
would have heen £9,843. At the presenr
time ihe brickworks are in a sound position.
From my own observagions T consider the
works a valuable asset for the [nture. A
#nod deal of clay has heen opened up and
it is of good quality. The bricks themselves
are the finest produeed in the State. Re-
cently T received a report fron. the depart.
ment to the effect that the position was eon-
sidernbly hetter and that the building trade
liad improved.

Hon, P. Collier: Is the coneern working
full time?

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: No; we
have to work ful]l time fo zet a kiln, hut
once it is made we have to stop workinz.
T suppose we are working half-time.
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OF eourse we stopped during the winter
months, bat it Joolks az if we will have con-
sidernbly more work thig vear than las{ vear.
Hnd the works heen allowed to reduce the
eapital from year to venr hy surplus profits
made, and paid to the Treasury, or alterna-
tively been allowed current rate of intevest
on those profits, a further amount of £7,180
would be due to the eoncern, whieh wouird
reduce the halance not provided to £2,065.
It will he remembered that we called for
tenders for the sale of the hrickworks bue
we received only one, and thaf, in my
cpinion, was not nf all satisfactory. Tf we
had disposed of them at the figure that was
offered, the purchaser, when eonditions im-
proved, would have mude a considerable
amount of money.  The Government con-
sidered that the offer was not equal to the
valmation. and (urned it down. We are sap-
plving bricks now and the prospeets are
mueh brighter than they were last year.

Hon. W. ). JOEINSON: T weleonie the

statement of the Minister. It is in-
deed pleasing that oe, with members
pf different political views, has had

an opportunity to arrive at the frne posi-
tion of this trading concern. The
administration that established the Statz
Brickworks did not rush into the venture.
In defence of the publie right to be ulle io
purchase hrieks at veasonable rates, the
then Government were compelled to adopt
this method. The establishment of the brick-
warks was designed to proteet the public
azainst exploitation. We were fortunate in
the selection of the site of the mickworks.
The site is a small matter; the shale is an
important factor. Tt is genevally admitted
that the best bricks manufactured in the
State arve those made at the State Rrick.
works, To their suecess, not only has the
shale been a large contributor but econcm-
ieal production has heen made possihle by
the modern lay-out of the works, while the
installation of special machinery has helped
to make the works a eredit to the State.
Somte members eontend that State trading
i= wrong in principle, that the Statz chould
not resort to such praetices for the protec-
tion of the public.

Ar, Kenneally: Those members are dying
out.

TTon. W. 1. JOANSON: The administra-
tion of State trading concerns by members
representing  different parties and  their
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statements of the position help to allay
publie fear that such works were installed
fur some ulterior motive, or that they cun-
tribute in no degtee to the public good. The
present Minister, with other Ministers, has
puinted out that the works are in a souud
position finaneially, and it has never been
vontended that the bricks produced wore nut
of a very high qualitv. I am more than
pleased with the Minister's statement of the
finaneial position, beeause it has heen mis-
represented by the Press over and over
again.  The only juslification for the mis-
representation hy the Press is that the eriti-
¢ism is based on balance sheet results, a
spectally compiled halunce sheet, directed by
legisiation unwisely framed, has enabled the
Press to convey to the public anvihive bt
the true position of the works, The Minis-
ter bas told ws that the prolits from the
works and the eantrvilmtion to sinking fund
charges leave the works owing the State
about £9,000 of capital, but the works still
eontinue to pay full interest and sinkine
fund charges on the original capitalisation,
and under the present system of book-keep-
ing and balance sheets, there will be no end
to that.

Hon. 5. W, Munsie: No private roncern
aould axist for two vears under such a sys-
ten,

Hon, W. I, JOHANSOXN: We ave aware
of that.  Had the figures quoted by the
Minister to-night been given by a Labour
Minister, they would have heen discountedl.
Our attitude to State (rading has always
heen misrepresented. It has always been
represented as o step towards socialization,
Beeanse we desired to socinlise sueh works,
we have been charged with having inaugur-
atedd them with a total disregard for the
finanein) burden on the State and with hav-
ine made statements of their financial posi-
tion contrary to facts. The Minister ha-
dispelled all that by disclosing the actual
finaneinl position.

The Minister for Works: You are not
making it appear that T am in favour of
sne'alization?

Hon. W. N. JOHNXSOXN: Certainly not.
1£ T termed the Minister a socialist, I «hould
have to reeonsider my awn position. T do
not wish to do that: neither do I wish fo
eonvey that we, by introducing State trad-
ing concerns, deliberately tried to give effect
to the poliev of socialisation. Nothing was
further from our minds. I speak with a
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tull knowledge of the facts. All that in-
fluenced the CGovernment of the day was
a desire to protect the public against the
unfair prices charged by private firms, A
combination existed and exercised undue
control against the hest interests of the build-
irg public. The works are agnin safe from
heing handed over to the exploiters. The
State brickworks have eXereised a great
Jolicing influence. They have produced a
good artiele and have sold it at low rates
as compared with other manufacturers. The
works have heen an influence for good, and
lhey can continue to be an influence for
rood,  Althoneh the AMinister desired to sell
them, and no doubt would have done so hait
u repsnnable price heen snbmitted, T take it
that for the time being no =ale will he made.
I trust that pnblic opinion will ultimately
reverse the authority given te the Min-
ister 1o sell trading econcerns without first
geeuring the approval of TParliament.
Aajorities are sometines used in other than
the public interest. A majority on the Gov-
ernment side, who passed the Bill to permit
of State trading concerns heing sold without
the sanction of Parliament, in my opinion,
did a grievous harm to the State. When
works liave been operating for the public
wond and operating economieally so that the
people could secure bricks al a reasonable
price, no further prool is necessary that
they have operated in the public interest.
For Parliament to give to a majority of
memhers the right to digspose of sueh works
is (uite wrong. 1 hope that authority will
be reversed and that, before the power of
sale can he exereised, the whole of the factz
will be placed hefore Parliament. 1t would
he wrong to dispose of a public utility of
this kind. Tt is ealled a Stale trading con-
cern, but it is realiv a public ntility in that
it meels the needs of the public in one of
the main activities, namely, the building
indnstry.  The ¢uestion of disposing of the
works should not be left to a Government
with possibly only a narrow majority or
possibly (o o minority vote of Parlinment.
Bills are not alwavs passed by a majority,
[ know that the Government use¢d their
majority to secure the authority, and T am
pleased that the Minister has not heen able
to sell the works. I trust that, as a result
of the next appenl to the people, a direc-
tion will he given by the electors that the
disposal of these concerns must he decided
by the people's represcntarives in Parlia-



1814

ment rather than by a majority of representa-
tives on the Treasnry henches. The Treasnry
benches o not always reflect true public
opinion. I wish to commend the Minister
for not =clling the works.

The Minister for Works: I would have
sold them if the offer had been reasonable.

Hon. W. D. JOHINSON: T realise that
the Government policy is to sell, but Gov-
ernment policy must not be regarded as
public poliex. Government poliey is influ-
enced by sections of the eommunity. The
brickworks were established for the henefit
of the whole of the comnunity, and the
opition off the whole of the community
should be reflected in any proposal to sell
this publie concern.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
afraid 1 cannot allow the speech of
the hon. member lo pass withont re-
plying vo it. T have given a true state-
ment of the position. T agree that iff the
eapital had heen written down, the State
brickworks, even last year, would have
paid their way. But 1 do not believe in
State trading.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: I know vou do not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
not @ =ocialist.  Last vear there was a loss
of £2500 on the brickworks. This brading
concern oecupies a unigue position. I know
of no other works in the State that have
such good elay and ean make bricks at the
sume price.  They are in an exeellent posi-
tion to compete with other hrickworks.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Reply-
ing to the remarks of the member for
Guildford-Midland, the Government did
attempt o sell the hrickworks but we, as a
Government, have no intention of giving
them away. We owe it to the people
to protect their assets. The offer we re-
ceived was below fhe value of the works,
and therefore the Government did not ae-
cept it.  As a  Government we do not
believe in  State trading, and Parlia-
ment passed legislation enabling vs to dis-
pose of trading concerns. We will not
sacrifice any trading concern, and as no
reasonable price was received for the hrick-
works, no sale has taken place.

Division put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

INvision—State
fo,

Hotels, £36,310—agreed

Dliviston—State Implement
eering Works, £52,114:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A Bill
has been introduced to remove the State
Implement works from the operations of
the State Trading Concerns Aef, and as
the Bill has not yet been passed, that ex-
plains the appearance of the Division this
year. The State Implement Works do not
vepresent a trading concern but a jobbing
department for other Government depart-
ments. The vote shows a slight increase
compared with the expenditure for last
vear, and that is due {o the fact that more
men have had to be employed owing to the
increased activity of the works reeently.
The estimated receipts are £40,000, and
the expenditure for the current year, £32,-
114,  As the works are not under the
State Trading Coneerns Aet now, the ac-
ecounts are not kept in the same wayv,
The Anditor General drew attention to the
fact, hence the introduction of the legisla-
tion T have referred to.

and FEngin-

Division put and passed.

Division—_State Quarries, £F 000—agreed
{o,

Division — State  Shipping  Service,
£186,250:
Mr. SLEEMAN: The Estimates would

make it appear that the motor ship “‘Kan-
garoo'’ has not paid for itself. I under-
stand that it has done so and netually
shows a profit. The Estimates contain re-
ference to the spzeial sinking fund of
£140,000 at 334 per cent. on account of the
“‘Kangaroo.”” It looks misleading.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the Minister
in charge of the State Shipping Service
will tell us whether tenders have been
called for the sale of the State ships.

The Minister for Tands: I can
vou tenders have not heen ealled.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister might
also tell us whether the State ships are re-
earded as a trading concern or a public
utility.  Although the Siate Implement
and PEngineering Works were removed
from the oparations of the State Trading
Concerns Act by n special Bill, the State
ships still remain under that Aet. When

assure
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an election took place in the North-West,
the State Shipping Service suddenly dis-
appeared from the State Trading Con-
cerns Estimates, and automatieally took its
place as a pubtie utility. There is no doubt
that the service will be regarded as a pub-
lic utility after Christmas. The members
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) and Roebourne
{Mr. Church) may be able to explain the
position.

Alr. Church: Or the member for Kimber-
ley.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: On the authority
of Ministers, statements were made during
un election in the North-West that the
State Shipping Serviee was not a trading
concern at all, but cane within the same
category as the railways. 1f that is so,
why do not the (iovernment remove all
possible doubt and pass the necessary leg-
islation to take the service away from the
operations of the Stute Trading Concerns
Act?

The Minister for Lands: It is too late
this session.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the State ships
represent trading c¢oncerns, the Govern-
ment have statutory autherity to dispose
of them.

Mr. Kenneally: And refused to exclude
them when an amendment was moved for
that purpose.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The CGovernment
voted against that amendment.

My, Sleeman: Some members kept in or
out ol the chair at that time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think the
vessel will be sold within the immediate
future, but some months later there may
he a grave danger.

Hon., A, MeCullum: Why so suspicious?

The Premier: There is no danger.

Hon, P. COLLIER : But what will be the
position early in the New Year? Could the
member for Roebhourne contemplate a greater
dizaster than the sale of the ships?

Mr. Church: Not at the present moment.

Hon. P, COLLIER: 1 warn him about
the danger., He may wake up one morn-
ing and find that the ships have been sold.
That 35 what happened to the Common-
wealth shipping line.

Mr. Sleeman: Those ships were not sold,

Mr. Marshall: They were given away,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is for the Govern-
ment to deeide at what price they will dis-
pose of the ships. No obligation is imposed

G
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on them under the provisions of the Act.

There are members in another place, al-
though none in  this Chambezr, who
have publicly  expressed the view that

thex would be prepared to sell the ships
for a song, and that they would take any-
thing that was offered, irrespective of what
the price might be.  Another Goavernmeni
might take office holding that view too.

The Minister for Lands: Dont let wus
think of it.

Hour, P. COLLIER: The ships might he
disposed of hefore the opening of the first
session of the next Parliament. That iz a
possibility.

The Premier: But not a probability.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We do not know.
Why are not the State ships dealt with in
the same manner as the implement works?

AMr, Kenneallv: Why do not the Govern-
ment exclude the State ships from the oper-
ations of the State Trading Concerns Act?

The Premier: It is merely a matter of
accountancy,

Hon. P. COLLIER : It is move than that.

The Minister for Lands: There is a lot
of shipping laid up at the present moment.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Theve is depression
in the shipping husiness, as in other busi-
nesses, hut I do net know that the two ships
that proceed te the North-West coast and
as far as Singapore are nct actively en-
gaged. I do not know that there is much
slickness in the trade that comes their way.
This is & time when buyers are out to ob-
tain hargains with an eve to the future when
we shall have turned the corner that we ave
always just about to turn. When that time
comes the ships will prove valnable assets.

Mr. Angelo: They are the floating nassets
of the State.

Hon. P. COLLLIER: They may float un-
der another flag in the near future. I un-
derstand the member for Roehourne and the
member for Gaseoyne both {eel =afe regard-
ing the shipping service.

Mz, Church: I do not think vou could sell
two of them if you tried.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why not?

Mr, Church: Because they are not fit for
anyone to buy.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do not think the
hon. member’s statement that the vessels are
not fit for anyone to buy will be endorsed
by other North-West members. Tt counld not
be applied to the “Koolinda”, which is a
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first-class ship, nor yet to the old “IKanga-
roo.”

The Miniser for Lands: And the “Kybra”
15 a new hoat too.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am sorry we have
not had a Ministerial statement regarding
the ships because the Government still re-
fuin power to dispose of them. So long as
that is the position, we have no gunarantec
they will not be sold. Tt is idle to say it
is not the intention of the Government to
sell them. If that were so, why do not the
ttovernment place the State ships beyond
any such possibility.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The State fervies
have heen removed from the State Tradiny
Concerns Act,

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have been
placed under the control of the Commis-
sioner for Railways. If the State ships
were placed in the category of ,a public
utility, it wounld not be possible for the pre-
sent or any other Government to dispose of
them. There is something sinister behind
it all, or the Division would nof appear in
the State Trading Concerns Estimates. 1
have done my duty in warning the new
member for Roebourne (Mr. Church) of
what may happen in the future,

The PREMIER : T assure the member for
Roebourne that the ships will not be sold.

Hon. P. Collier: But a Government may
be clected who will sell them.

The PREMIER: At any rate, I give the
Committee that assurance. When we were
discussing the State Trading Concerns A,
it was distinetly said that the ships were not
to be sold. T just wish to assure the member
for Roebourne, whose mind might well have
been disturbed by the utterances of the
Leader of the Opposition. These ships are
serving a useful purpose.

Hon. WV, D, Johnson: Why not guarantee
it to the hon. member hy taking the ships
from the State trading concerns?

The PREMIER: Tt would not make any
difference,

Hon. P, Collier: There is nothing to pre-
vent that from heing done.

The PREMIER : The State hotel that was
sold was sold without anvone bheing con-
sulted. When we diseussed the State trading
concerns we said that these ships would nob
be s0ld;: they would he treated ws a public
utilitv.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Which State hotel
wasz sold?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: You should rewnember.
The State hotel that was sold was at Bull-
fin¢h,

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: That was not a
State hotel.

The PREMIER: Then what is a State
hotel? 1t wus owned by the State,

Hon, P. Collier: Buf it was not eonducted
by the State.

The PREMIER:
State.

Hon. P. Collier: And leased.

Hon., A. MeCallunt: It wns not bailt by
the State; it reverted to the State beeause
the State awned the land.

The PREMIER: It was our friend the
Agent-General who sold it. We will not be-
have in that fashion with regard to the ships.
You ean trust ns not to do that. I hope the
mind of the memher for Roebourne has not
heen disturbed unduly by what has leen
said. The ships will he regarded in the same
way as the railway sytem, which serves the
southern part of the State.

Mr. COVERLEY: T am not enumoured
of the reply given hy the Premier. No ar-
gument was put forward to reassure us that
the State ships would not be seld. We cer-
tainly have the word of the Premier and I
am prepared to take his word =0 long as he
is in office, but the Premier, like the other
wembers of this Chamber, has no security
of tenure. If T may le permitted to make
w forveenst, the Premier will not have the au-
therity very much longer to sny whether ov
not the State ships shall be sold.  As a mat-
ter of faet, oue wounld expeet, if the Premier
was so emphatic that the hoats would not he
sold, he would agree to the amendment.

The Premier: We shall be here until they
are worn out.

AU, COVERLEY : You will never see the
State ships wear ont. One would have ox-
pected some argument to be advanced as to
why the ships would not be so0ld hy some
(ulure Government. The Premier stated
that while he was in command {he ships
would not bhe sold. He gave that assorunce
to the members for Roehourne and Gas-
covne. He might have ngreed to the amend-
ment which T moved to the State Trading
Concerns Act, Now we have the oppor-
tunity of placing the ships in safety,
and a “get-out” that so many members
use when electioneering, namely, publie
utilities. There would have been no

It was owued by the
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necessity to remove them from the category
of Ntate enterprizes if the Premier bad
agreed to that amendment. Now we have
another opportunity for him to show how
wrenuine he is: he can bring them under the
category of public utilities. The State Trad-
ing Concerns Act does not control the pub-
tic utilities of the State. T£ the Btate hoats
are to become public utilities, just as are the
railwavs, the present Act will not permit
any {Government fo sell them at any time
they desire.
Mr. Kenneally: That is the acid test.

Mr. COVERLEY: That is the onlv test
that will satisfyv the residents of the North-
West. ¥ am rather pleased that the Leader
of the Opposition brouzht this matter for-
ward.  The Alinizster I'or Tunds interjected,
when the Leader of the Opposition was«
speaking, He said there were quite a num-
her of ships lving idle. THere is a golden
opportunity for the present Government to
show how sincere thev ave in reference to
State ships by purchasing one of those idle
ships and plaeing it on the Novth-West coast.

The Minister for Lands: What about the
nnemployed?

Mr. COVERLEY: You would be able to
plage some of them on the hoat.

The Minister
doubt about that,

Mr. COVERLEY: One of the difficulties
iz fhat there are not sufficient State hoats to
cater properly for the North-West trade.
We are sending hoats to Malaya in an en-
deavour to work up # trade there, hut we
are neglecting the hetter frade hetween Dar-
win and the metropolitan area. Most of the

for Lands: There is no

brade with Darwin goes via the Easteru
States. [f we had another hoat on the coast

tc provide a monthly, or, better still, a fort-
nightly service. we would more than double
the trade we are doing with the State boats
ab present.  [n addition, there would be the
benefits that would accrue to the metropoli-
tan aren by the expenditure of money on
wages. It is all very well to say there is not
much irade ai Darwin, bat the majority of
the husiness people there would be only too
pleased to trade with Western Australia 1f
there were a more freguent shipping service.
As our boats go there only every two
months, the majority of the trade goes the
other wuy. T hape the Minister for Lands
will go into thiz particular aspect of the
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inatter and see what he can do in the way
of providing an additional ship,

Mr, ANGELO: It is but fair ofter
the rewiarks made Ly the Leader of
the Opposition to  inform  him that
when the Bill for the disposal of the

Stale trading concerns was hrought down
I, ax n North-West member, had the de-
finite promise of the Premier and also of
the Leader of the Country Party that the
ghipz would not be sold.

Mr. Sleeman: The unemploved had a de-
finite promise from the Premier that they
would all be emploved.

Mr. ANGELO: That just shows how un-
fair members are. Eight or ten yvears ago,
when Sivr James Mitchell was Premier, T
gave notice of an amendment that the
State ships should be removed from the
State Trading Conecerns Act. There, again,
T had the promise of the Premier that the
ships would not be sold: and I am glad
to sav we have a Premier and a Leader of
the Opposition whose word we can take.
We are eertain that so long as those fwo
sentlemen hold the positions they do the
Yorth-West will never be deprived of the
State ships. At all events, if members
are as little eoncerned as I am at the like-
lihood of our losing this absolutely nececes-
sary development facility, they have noth-
ing to fear. I want to fake exception to
the remark made by my colleague, the
member for Roehourne (Mr. Church),
when he said that there were two ships
that ought to be sold.

The Minister for Works: He did not say
that: he said ‘‘shonld be sold.”’

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad to hear that.
T want to say that all three ships are do-
ing useful work at the present time. No
one wouold suggest for a moment that the
““Koolinda’’ is not doing most useful
work in keeping our North-West ports
supplied. The ‘*Kangaroo’’ iz doing use-
ful work and is opening up a trade which
I feel positive will mean a big new market
for Western Australian produce. I only
wish we had another boat so that we could
provide the countries of the Near East
with a monthly service instead of a two-
monthly service. As far as the ‘‘Kybra'’
is concerned, T am delighted to say that
full vse is being made of her in running
up to that most important port, Carnarvon,
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where she is now c¢oming back laden with—

Mr. Sleeman: Bananas.

Mr. ANGELO: Laden with sheep, ban-
anas, and other tropieal fruit. Perhaps the
day 1s coming when, instead of being put
on the south-east run, the Government will
get another ship for that run and use the
“Kybra’’ on the run between Fremantle
and Carnarvon. All I have to say is that
the shipping service will get my support.

My, MARSHALL: I have been prompted
to rise owing to what was said by the
. members for Gascoyne and Roebourne. 1
want to know from the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Church), which of the two
State vessels cannot be sold owing to their
inferiority. {

The Premier: He wants better boats.

Mr. MARSHAIL: Let the hon. member
stick lovally to the boafs we have to-day.
To compare the ‘‘Koolinda’? with the
“Charon’’ or “‘Minderos’” is absolutely
ridienlous,

The Premier: The
the eoast now.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member re-
ferred to two State vessels which he said
were inferior and could not be sold. Take
two old hoats like the ‘*Chavon’ and
‘¢ Minderoo’’

Mr. Angelo: The owners could not sell
them,

Mr. MARSHALL: Would ryou compare
the ““Koolinda’’ with them?

Mr. Angelo: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: You can smell their
opium-tainted odonr before they get within
a radins of miles. [t is ridiculous to eom-
pare those thoais with the “‘Koolinda'’,
which i= one of the linest ships on the
coast. 1t is not only pleasing to the eve,
but is pleasant to travel by. [If is prae-
tieally right up to date. Yet we have the
member for Roechourne telling uws that of
three ships om the north-west ecoast, two
could not he sold.

**Charon'’ is not on

Hon. A. MeCallim: You are making a
speech for him.

Mr. MARSHALL: The ‘“‘Kybra'’ does
a special trip to Carnarvon. The only
vessels running to schedule along the coast
are the “Kangarco” and the “Ioolinda.”
yet the hon. member said that two of the
State vessels could not be sold because they
were inferior,

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister {or Lands: No, he did not
say that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Hic implieation was
that they were not worth having, The mem-
her for Gaseovne has great confidence in
the Premier’s promise maile to him.  But
nearly three vears ago the Premier promised
that all the unemploved wonld be working
within three months.  Actvally there is not
as much work offering now as there was
three vears ago. The TPremier promised
prosperity for all. Can we see that pros-
perity around us!?

Av. Parker interjected.

Mr. MARSIALL: The wmember for
North-Kast 1Premantle is noted for his zig-
vling in this Chamber,

The Minizter for Lands: You needan’ he
rude about it

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister need nut
he rude either.

My, Angelo: You are the whitest memher
in the Houze.

Mr. MARSHALL: T would he black in-
deed if I were as black as the hon. mem-
her, who in this Chamber has advocated black
labhour. T should like to know from the hon.
member what is the difference hetween =z
publie utility and a trading concern. He
seems to know the difference, vet he lha<
never cxplained it. It would be interesting
to hear his definition of the two.

Mr. Angelo: All other members know the
difference, so what is the uwse of my explain-
ing it to vou?

The Premicr: Suppose the member for
Murehison explains it.

Mr, MARSITALL: [ should like to hear
the Premier explain it. 1 have heard the
member for Gaseoyne telling his electors
that the State steamers arve reallv a publie
utility and, conseyuently, very different
from a State trading concern. But he did
not explain that difference.

Mr. Aungelo: Tt was an intelligent aud-
ience T was addvessing.

Mr. MARSIIALL: Then they were not
listening to a very intellizent address. I re-
sent the suggestion that the State hoats on
onr cogst are not any good as ecompared with
the “Chravon’ and the “Minderoo.”

Alr. Angelo: The “Charen™ has crossed
the Styx now.

AMr. MARSHALL: The pity is the “Min-
derco™ didn’t eross with her. To rcompare
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the Siate vessels with those twe is ridicu-
lous.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We cught to have some
reply to the question 1 asked ahout the re-
payment of capital.  Without the answer,
people will think the “Kangaroo” las not
paid for hersell, whereas we know she haa.
Yet we ave still echarging np £3,250 year by
vear on her account.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: When
the “IKangaroo™ was purchased a hond was
taken out with an insuranee company for
the pavment. [ think there was some doubt
at the time as to whether the House would
pass the payment, and to protect the Gov-
ernment of the day a bond was taken ount.
It provided that every vear there should be
set aside £5,250 as a sinking fund to meet
the capital eost.

Mr. Sleemnan: But what about the amount
she carns,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
goes into Consolidated Revenue,
liave to show this item every vear.

Mr. Sleeman: But we want to know
approxinmtely what the ship has earned
and what she hag cost the State. As a mat-
ter of fact she has made a profit for the
State, whereas people outside, seeing these
Estimates, naturally think we ave still pay-
ing for her.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
sorry the total figures ave not here.  During
the way, of course, the “KWangarve™ made
vonsiderable profit, all of which went into
the Treasury and has been spent.

The Premier: Not in my time.

The MINISTER FOH LANDS: 1 will
wet the information for the hon. member if
he desirves it, but unfortunately T have not
it here.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Tt does not tend to
sive a covrect idea of the standing of the
ship when the profits earned hy her go into
Consolidated Revenue and we annunally
charge up to the ship a szinking fund of
£5,250. There should be placed hefore Par-
liament figures showing what the ship has
earned and what she has lost. Tt is not fair
to put before us figures that simply show
the ship is costing so much per aunum, with-
out showing what profits she has earned for
the State. I share the fear expressed by a
number of members regarding the future
of the State steamers. If there be no inten-
tion of selling them, why did the Govern.
ment oppose the move we made when the

That
hut  we
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amending Bill was before Purliament? We
pointed out then that if the State steamers
were left in the Bill it would be within the
power of any Government to sell them with-
out consulting Parlinment. Had the steam-
ers been excluded from the amending Bill
they could not have been sold without the
sanetion of Parliament. TUntil the member
for Roehourne mentioned it, I did not know
we had two ships that were not worth pur-
chasing. If that opinion is shared by other
members opposite, it is all the wore essen-
tial that we make it impossible for any Gov-
crnment to sell the State steamers without
consulting Parliament. To do that we should
remove the ships from the category of State
trading concerns and declare them public
utilities.

Division put and passed.

Division—NFState Sawmills, £339,065:

Hon. P. COLLIER : I should like to know
from the Minister whether it is infended
to sell the State sawmills. It is rumoured
that tenders for their sale are about to be
called, and I should like to know whether
any steps have been taken in that direction.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No steps
whatever have heen taken to call for tenders
for the sale of these mills. I doubt whether
at the prezent time we would be likely to get
a buyer, While we did take steps to dis-
pose of them under the amending Bill, it
is not at all likely that this or any other
Government would give away the people’s
asset. There is too large a sum of money
locked up in the State sawmills for us to
dispose of them at any old price, and in
view of the condition of the market it is
nat likely we could sell them if we wished
to do so.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM : Recently there has
heen some agitation in the Press for the sale
of these mills. Generally speaking, oppon-
ents of State enterprise have kept silent
ahout the State sawmills, because they have
heen the outstanding snccess of the State
trading concerns, The State mills opened
up forests that private enterprise would not
tackle; they put karri on the market; they
opened up and popnlated districts not pre-
viously occupied, and finally they have re-
turned to the Treasnry every pound in-

vested in them, and to-day the whole
of the assets of thoze mills are ab-
solutely free of weost to the State.
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It was no uncommon thing for them to make
£40,000 a year profit, and in one year they
reached £60,000. Last year was the firsi
sinea the ineeption of the undertaking when
a loss was shown. XNo timher concern in

the country showed a profit last vear. Be-
cause the undertaking went hehind then
after making a tremendous vetnrin  to

the State and employing many hundreds of
men, besides opening up parts of the Sonth-
West that would have lain dormant in all
probability until thiz day, an agitation
was launched to sell the State =awmills
They owe the State nothing, hut the State
owes them a great deal. Although the Gov-
ernment have power to sell the wills, T hope
the Minister will se¢ that they arve not saeri-
feed. _ .

The Minister for Tamds: They will nof
be saerificed.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: We know that
pressure will be hrought to bear upon the
Clovernment. There has alwavs heen a pre.
judice on the part of private companices
against the State sawmillg, which have etfee-
tively policed them in many ways. We know
they would like to see State eompetition put
ont of the wax. It is common knowledge in
the city that the merchants want to put np
the price of timber, and only this week the
State concern has been the means of prevent-
ing a rise in the price of that commodity.
That has heen the position ever singe the
State sawmills eame info existence. They
are the only timber mills that have kept
going throughout the depression. Not one
of the private enterprises in the indnstry
has been able to keep afloat. Although the
State mills have not all heen working full
time, they have been the only mills to keep
their wheels turning. But for the State
enterprise the South-Western areas woull
have been in 2 bad way to-day. They have
been the means of opening up that country,
and have led to a great deal of permanent
land settlemeni there. The State has done
well out of its mills. Before any move i3
made to dispose of them, T hope the facts
will be made publicly known and that ne-

thing will be done secretly. One would
think from the correspondence that has
appeared in the Press lately that some-

thing of the kind was afoot, and I am glad
to know this evening that tenders will he
called before anything i done.

The Minister for Tands: Thex will not he
sold until tenders have been invited.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, A, MeCALLUM: 1 should like the
Minister to remember all that this enter-
prise has done for the State. 1 suppose a full
finaneial statement will be prepared hefore
any move is made to dispose of the mills.
The Government financial statements do not
diselose the true state of affnire. We know,
for instance, that the eniire eapital cost has
now been recouped to the Siate.  We ean
ueeept the Minister’s word that nothing will
be done nntil public tenders are ealled.

Miss TIOLMAN: T oam glad to have
the Minister’s assurance that the Sgate
gawmills  will not be disposed of  with-
out tenders first being ecalled.  There

have been rumours to the effect that some
company is looking them over with a view
to purchase. They have been a wonderful
asset (o Western Australia in many ways.
They have kept 500 or G600 men employed
thoughout the depression, and have saved
the Government » great deal by way of sus-
tenance. Some of the men working on part-
time do nof get as much as thevy would gef
it thex had heen enticely on sustenance.
T helieve three of the mills have started
work on full time, and will 1run up
lo Chuistmas, and  the TPemberton mil
will he working five days a  week.
The department have done extraordin-
arily well to keep the mills woing. Any
money they earn in profits woes haek to the
people. The-sawmills have 2 wonderful
name for the standard of timber they sell.
In fact the adminisiration reflerts great
credit upon the officers concerned.  The saw-
millz have done a great denl in the way of
stabilising prices. 1t is not altogether he-
eanse they showed a logs Inst vear that there
is an agitation o dispose of them, but it
iz because of the manner in which they com-
pele with private enterprise.  The experi-
ence we have hod of private companies in-
dicates that they would welcome the shut-
ting down of this State trading concern.
Anvthing in the way of a State tvading con-
cern that is deing badly private enterprise
would he glad n see eontinued, hut if a

profit is being ~hown there is at onee an

agitation afoot to dispose of thal particular
concern. 1 hope the State sawmills will not
he sold. If tenders are called we shall have
an opportunity of seeing that the mills ave
not sacrificed.

Division put il passed.
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Dicision—1'yudham  Freezing, Canning
and. Meat Eorport Weorks, £362,017—agreed
to.

This concluded the Estimates of the Trad-
ing Concerns fov the year.

Resolutions report-ul.

BILL-—LOTTERIES (CONTROL).
Second Reading.
Debate reswmed Erom the Gth October.

MR, PANTON (Leederville) [8.25]: I
i inelined fo agree with the Minister that
this is a highly controversial matter that is
hound to lead to considerable diseussion not
only within this House but outside it. I
had intended to move that the measure he
referred to a select committee. In view, how.
ever, of the fact that the Bill has been beld
up for so long-—I do not know for what
reason—and as 1 am desivous of seeing the
matter (inalised before the session ends, T
propose to deal with the Bill itself to-night
and not to move for it to be roferred to n
select committee. I have no doubt in my
mind ahout the menace of gambling to the
community. I am also just as definite that
wheve there is this menace, Parliament
should take the epportunity of harnessing it
Eor the henefit of the people. T hope any
remarks of mine will not be taken as earp-
ing criticisin, but will be regarded as a de-
sire to help the Minister in volling into
shape what is undoubtedly a particularly
poor effort to harness the menage of gamb-
ling. 8o far as I can see, the Bill makes
na effort te deal with the general question,
or to deal with newspaper gambling. If
it does anything at all, it simply shifts the
hurden from the shounlders either of the
Minister or the Commissioner of Police,
wherever they have respective jurisdiction,
and places it in fhe hands of the proposed
commission, We have a Criminal Code to
deal with these matters. That being so, the
authorities should deal with them under that
Cade and not shelve their responsibilities
upon the proposzed commission. I do not in-
tend to deal with the moral aspect of gamb-
hng nor ity cconomie aspect. 1t is in human
nature to gamble. Gambling, however, has
reached such proportions in the City of
Perth that some action must be taken
against jt. Tt would be a fallacy for me
to argue the matter from a moral point of
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view, (ambling is a stupid thing. I am
often amazed to note how many men of
wood common sense go to the raees
every  Saturday with  the ohjeet of
beating the hookmaker, whose business
it is to engage in gambling. One sees num-
bers of these men of good common sense
walking home, while the bookmaker is riding
in hiz motor ear. This proves the tallacy of
trving (o beat the hookmaker. The human
race 15 wmade up of gamblers.  Iardly a
week poes by but we find certain sets ol
people zambling with the foodstutls of the
world.  Next March no doubt every memher
will have a little gamble on his own. He
will kay himself three yeors’ =almy to £100
against his heing defeated.

Mre. Angelo: We will ali he looking for
haeckers,

Mr. PANTON: He will be layving himself
three vears’ salary to the limit of the £100
expenses allowed under the Act that he can
pick what the electors are thinking abhout.
The Minister for Railwavs: Tt is a bit of
eamble to suggest that.

Mr. PANTON: 1 merely suggest thut
members will keep within the limits pro-
vided by the Act.  The principal reason
riven for gambling, more partieulorly dur-
ing the war period and sinee, is that it was
for charity. During the war, and for some
time after, people everywhere were indnced
to expect something for every shilling they
vave towards some patriotic purpose. Tt
heeame very fashionable to raise money for
the bovs ogverseas. Fvervthing then was in
the nature of a gamble, and sinee then, free
viving has hecome n dead letter. Ti is very
diffienlt indeced to get people to give to
charity unless thev wet zomething in return.
My association with charitable institutions
has proved to me that it is hopeless to make
an appeal and expert to et anvthing like
a reasonable result.  This has heen proved
time after time. The Bill before us pro
poses to appoint four commissioners and 4o
give over to them full contrel of eonducting
a limit of 13 sweeps. There are certainly
one or two definitions of beneficiaries, bnt
generally speaking the commission will have
full control, and the memhers of it will ba
able to say who is to receive the money that
will he derived from the sweeps, and the
ameunt as well. My experience of the pre-
sent Sweep Control Boavd is not such that
T would care to give to the four members of

=
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the proposed commission full control to ea-
able them to deelare who are to be the
beneficiaries.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
correet; they will not have full econtrol.

My, PANTON: The Bill gives them full
vonfrol.

The Minister for Railwavs: [t does not.

Mr, PANTOXN: The Bill proposes that
when the commission desires fo run a sweep,
all the members of it will have to do will he
to get permission from the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: Then how can
they have full control, as yvou said?

AMr. PANTON: The Minister witl allow
15 sweeps per annum, hut if anvone outsida
should desire to conduct a sweep, he will
have to get permission from the commission.

The Minister For Railwavs: No.

My, PANXTON: Then I have not read the
Bill.

The Minister for Railways: You lave not.

Mr. PANTON: Apparently the Ministet
has not read it.  If he had read it properly,
he wounld not have introdueed it

The Minister fur Railwavs:
faets: that is the main thine.

Mr. PANTON: 1 am giving the facts.
There is one institution with which I have
been associated for many vears, the In-
stitute for the Blind. The Braille Society
are responsible for at least 212 hlind peo-
ple, and the Institute for the Blind for
another 68, and prior to the appointment
of the Sweep Control Board, whenever an
appeal was made on behalf of those unfor-
tunate people, it was made by the two
bodies together. They worked together
and the net profit was divided 60 per cent.
to the Institute and 40 per cent. to the
Braille Society. But sinee the appoint-
ment of the Sweep Contro! Board, the
Minister will not argne that he has had
very much say as to who the heneficiaries
are to be. Since the appointment of the
board the Institute at Maylands has re-
ceived £4,200, and the Braille Society £100,
plus £50 which was granted by the hoard
the other day after the Braille Saciety

Argue on

themselves had raiscd £100. That 1s
how the money is divided when an
appeal is made on behalf of the blind.

Tf we are to have a national sweep or a
State sweep, Parliament shonld say who
are to be the beneficiaries, and that will
he quite an easy wmatter. The charitable

[ASSKMBLY.]

institutions in this Btare are not so num-
erous that they cannot be mentioned in the
schedule of the Bill. [t is my opinion that
that is wheve the names of the institutions
should appear, and that it should not be
left to the faur members of the enmmis-
sion to determine the question. If the
Minister holds that he is to have the final
say, it will he worse than ever, hecause all
the politival strings in the world will be
capable of being pulled it he is to be in
control. 1 have very little faith in the
tfour eomniissioners, but T shall have less
fuith if control is te he politieal and
strings can be pulled. If we ore to have
State sweeps, let us keep thewm as far away
as possible from politieal eontrol.  The
member for Guildford-Midland (Hon., W.
3. Johnson) the other night asked whether
the amelioration fund of the Returned
Boldiers’ Leagne was to be used for the
purpose for whieh it was obtained. As a
trustee of that fund T ean answer that by
saying it is being applied purely and solely
for the purpose for which it is vaised.

The Minister for Railways: All  the
money provided by the State goes to the
amelioration fund.

Mr, PANTON: We charge up any over-
head expenses to the genceal fund, and
charwe nothing out of the amelioration
money in any shape or forme. Further than
that, the trustees lave held, and what
they have done has heen mpheld by con-
gress, that it ix the returned soldiers’
fund and not the Returned Soldiers’
[feague Fand, and irrespective of whether
the individual is an ex-member of the
ALLF. or an overseas soldier, he is en-
titled tu the benefit provided he can pro-
duce his discharge. Regarding the Bill
itself, it is interesting tc read the defini-
tion of ‘“eharitable purposes.’’ It certainly
gives a great deal of discretion to the
Minister. In one ense, the Minister
has to he satisfied that the supposed
beneficiary shall be an incorporated bhody
extending throughout the State. Why was
it necessary to eamounflage the Tyly Men's
Association under a clause of that de-
geription? Tf this is a woerthy association,
why not say so straight out, without cov-
ering it up in a eclause which proposes
to give so mueh power? T give due
credit to the Upgly Men’s Association for
what thev have done, but T would point
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out that during the last two years there
have becn other organisations that have
done cqually good work. There are no
fewer than 32 operating in the metropoli-
tan arean known as relief committees, and
as such they have relieved the work of
the Uglies to a considerable extent.  1In
Leederville, we are doing work which was
locked upun at onc time gas the work of
the Uglies.

The Minister for Railways: I have seen
the hon. member’s name associated with
some of their sweeps. :

My, PANTON: 1f there have been
sweeps, the subscription o them has never
heen more than 1d.

Mr. Thorn: Anyway, you arc just as en-
titled to run a sweep as anyone else.

Mr. PANTON: Every penny that has
been earned hy these relief committees has
heen eollected by voluntary effori. 1 hope
the Honse will not agree to any one par-
ticular seetion of the community, whether
they he ugly men or ugly women, getting
an advantage over other organisations do-
ing equally good work and in an honorary
capaeity. When the relief committee
asked  for assistance from the Sweep
Control Beard, we were told that we
were touv big a job for them. What
bunkum'! We were operating in the
metropolitan avea—at least 32 relief com-
mittees—and there is no reason why the
Ugly Men’s Association should have the
right to conduet a £2,000 sweep any more
than any of the relief committees aeting
under a couneil which is operating for the
henefit of those seeking relief. The House
should decide to include in the Sehedule
the names of all the proposed heneficiarier,
provided, of courze, we are going to get the
Bill. T notice also in the definition it is
proposed to give assistanee to any section
other than the Uglies, but the amount is
limited to £100. So that is the difference
hetween the Ugly Men's Asgsociation and any
other body that is doing relief work. Tt
might be argued by the Minister that fo
include the names of the various bodies in
the schedule would create dissatisfaction
becanse new organisafions might coms»
into existence. It will certainly not
involve a great deal nf work becansz
the charitable institutions operating in the
State at the present time are sufficiently
well known, and if the argnment is used
that another charitable hody might come
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into existence, I am prepared to give the
(Giovernor in Council the right to add its
name to the list. Personally I have no fear
of its coming into existence so quickly thai
Parliament would noi be able to deal with it
within a particular time. With regard to
erosswords, money words and news words,
these have become particularly popular, [
suppose becanze of the odds that are offered,
£1,000 to Gd., which T am told are pretty
lnng odds. It may be that these competitions
are popular because these who invest in
them get thenr results quickly, but it is
rather remarkable to vemember that when
they were started there was no intention to
assist charity, so far as I know. In each
case it was a matter of charity beginning at
home. But [ am safe in saying that if some
of the money had not heen allotted to ehar-
ity there would have been considerable noeise
made by the public.

The Minister for Ruailwoys: The most
noise was made by the sellers of coupons in
the sireets,

Mr. PANTON: Yes, before the police
took o hand in the matter. The bookmakers
of Belmont were never in it with the row
that was made in Hay-street on Fridav
afternoon hy coupon sellers.

The Minister for Police: I have never heen
to Behlnont.

Mr. PANTOXN: Of course the Minister
has never heen there and neither has he
heen to n lot of other places.

The Alinister for Lands: You
righi to be there to see him.

Mr. PANTON: What is good enough for
# Minister of the Crown should he gocd
enrough for a private member. He should
sel the example,

The Minister for Railways: Go where T go
ard yvou will be all right.

Mr. PANTON: It is rather interesting to
consider the amount of money invested in
what is undoubtedly straight-out gambling
I'r>»a my rvack at home T took three papers
at random. I do net wish fo be gecused of
havin: seleeted special issues. I found that
the “Sunday Times” i that week had
153,135 ontries for their crossword puzzle
at Od. each, totalling £3,711 13s, id. The
“AMirro” in the =amc week had 128,341 en-
triez 21 Gd. a toial of £3,203 11s.

The Minister for Lands: That would not
be in the same weck,

Mr. CANTON: Woell, in the same fort-
nizht.  The “Daily News” received 101,540

had no
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entries st 3d., n total of #1,260 5s.  The
total entries submitted to the three popers
in the two weeks was 385,016 representing
£8,189 12¢, Gd.

My, Patrick: You have only counted one
“Drily News” competilion for the fort-
night, wlercas that vaper condnets one a
week,

The Minister for Lands: You ave not an
autherity on it vet.

Mr. PANTON: Those threg papers were
isrued in the one fortnight,

The Minisler for Lands: But there wonld
ba two “Duily News" competitions in the
fortnight.

Mr. PANTON: Who is telling the yarn!?
I am dealing with the three papers and the
entries thev received in a fortnight.  1f
there were more entries, it makes the caze
hetler. '

The Minister for Railwavs: It makes the
ease worse.

Mr, PANTON: And makes the Minister's

Bili worse also. Out of the £8,189
12s. Gd. charities received  £8306 14s.
3d.  Averaging the three competitions,
the number of  entries per  week re-

presented 191,308 and the money investedl
in the competitions £4,094 16s. 3d. During
the week in which the newspapers reeeived
£4,094 for crossword puszles, a local sweep
was being eonducted and there were also
Tattersall’s sweep, the Golden Casket, and
the Tvish sweep. T do not kiow whether any
moucy was sent to the New Soutiv Wales
sweep.

Mr. Hegney:
sweep ?

Mr. PANTOX: T did not go any further.
[ saw for myself that those sweeps were
being conducted.

Miss Flolman: Where?

Mr. PANTON: Tf T told the hon. mem-
ber, she would be surprised. Considering
that the average for erossword eompretitions
was £4,094 per week, I think it max be re-
garded as a conservative estimate if T say
that £5,000 is heing invested in sweeps and
newspaper competitions weekly,  That =um
is equal to £260,0400 per annum. From the
Fstimates T ascertasined that the Treasurver
received just over £50,000 from totalizator
tax for the vear. That tax is based on 73
per cent. on rveceipts.  Taking £50,000 ns the
figure, there must have passzed through the
totalisator in that vear a snm of £666,666.

What about the Calenita

[ASSEMBLY.]

I do not know what wmoney passes through
the Lookmakers' hands.  Perhaps the Min-
ister eould tell us that in his reply.

The Mimster for Railwavs: T do
know,

Mr. PANTON: | have heen teld by men
who profess to know something about i,
men who have spent money in tryving to find
out, that taking the starting price hookies
and the hookies on the raceconrse, there
would he as mueh, if not more, money in-
vested with them. That would mean a total
of £1,333,320 invested with hookmakers and
with the totalisator, and adding to that the
£260,000 for newspaper competitions, we
wat a fofal of £1,593,332 invested in the
forms of gambling T have mentioned per
annum.

AMr. Kenneally : That is about the amounl
of the deficit.

Mr. PANTOX: Then there are all the
smaller fry.  The Minister nentioned the
penny raffles to raise a few shillings to re-
lieve distress.

The Minister for Railways: Foothall elubs
and ericket clubs, they arve all in it

AMr. PANTON: Yes. lc would be im-
possible to form an estimate of the {otal
amount invested in all foring of gambling.

The Minister for Hailways: There were
also tle cancer ravs.

Mr. PANTON: Yes. They had a par-
ticulurly good job, but T hope the amoni
subseribed will not have to he used for
cancer. | was associated with that wove-
ment two.  In conneclion with any char-
itable organisation that adepts formsz of
gamhling to raize funds, my name will he
found somewhere. Tt is a hobhy of mine.

The Minister for Railways: During thag
funetion T heard of quite a number of
forms of gambling of which [ had not
heard hefore.

Mr. PANTOXN: If the Minister lives long
enough, he may hear of many more.

The Minister for Railwavs: What about
the voluntary giving?

Mr. PANTON: Tf the Minister is trying
to get one on to me as a member of the
exceutive, T am prepared to stand vp {o
his eriticism. 1 have besn a heliever in
weekly eonlracts all iny life, hut was un-
wittingly let into heiping (o make a ron-
tract for a man o he paid by results. T
am sorry that he did not get £1.000, for
then we wauld have goi €20,000, and every

not
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prenny ob that amount wus wanted badly.
However, | was showing that a fair
amount of money is being invested in vari-
ous forms uf gambling every year. L do
not think legislation will ever prevent
three parts of the gawbling in which peo-
ple tndulee to-day. The only effect legis-
latieny witk have will he to o a lof wmore
men into the police court and preduce a
little more vevenue hy way of fines for the
State and generally cause dissension and
treuble in the community. T am one of
those wha fFor years have said that the
administration of the gambling laws in
Western Australin has not buen ecarried
out with any equity.

Hon. W, . Johnson: Or with conrage.

Mr. PANTON: T am not Dblaming the
present Government or any previous Grov-
crmnent. T have been in Western Austra-
lia a long time and gambling hns been
going on all the time.

The Minister for Railways: Where have
vou said anything about it?

Mr. PANTON ; Even if I have only zaid
it to myself, T have smid it. It the Min-
ister tock the trouble to read “FHansa d”
e would find that T had smid it

The Minister Lor Railways: T have heen
trving to find it

Mr. PANTON: T am glad that something
is hidden from the cxe of the Minister. I
Lave =poken wmore than once abont the hy-
pacrisy nver gambling in this State and the
lack of equily in administering the law. T
am not hlaming any particular Minister or
any  partieular Governmeni,  All of them
have been in the same box. Slill, it is nearlx
time that the wealuess of human nature was
andersfood,  We should be honest to the ex-
tent of putting evershody in the same posi-
tion, instead of showing favovrs to this one
and no favours to soinehody elge, 1'nder the
present svstem, a man may follow horse raz-
ing. | do not follow it hecause I hold that
if anvone is going to wear diamonds, T do
not see why mv wife should not have them
instead of the hookmnker’s wife. If T want
to back a horse, T have to go to the race-
rourse to hack it,

My Parker: Oh no,

AMr. PAXTON: FKither that or take the
risk of having the hand of the law laid on
my shoulder.

The Minister for Railwavs: Hand the
tmoney to zome of the know-alls like the
nremher for Novth-Fast Fremangle.
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Mr. PANTON: Tt is vucher good business
for the Jeun! fraternity, but if a man wants
to hack a horse, why should he have to go
(o a raveconrze? TIs there any logicg) reason
why a man should not be able io baek it any-
where! Is there any logical reason why he
should have to 2o to a raceconvse or a race
club, irrespective of whether they are mak-
ing n profit out of it?

The Minister for Roilway=: A man will
not be able to back a horse clsewhere if T
can help it

Mr. PAXTON: T do nni think the Bill
will help in any way.

The Minister for Railways:
casily change yonr attitnde,

Mr. PANTON: 1f T did, T would not have
changed =0 often ns has the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: Well, you
wounld he following a good example.

Alr. PANTON: Xot by following the Min-
ister’s example.

The Minister for Railways: One npinion
is as gond as another.

My, PANTON: Somatimes.

The Minister for Railwavs: Always.

Mr. PANTON: Another system of gamh-
ling that is rather interesting is carried on.
A man ean gamhble at « club till all hours,
but if he gets Lehind & pile of logs and plays
two-up le is offending ngainat the law. If
i wanted to gamble, T should ehoose two-up.
{ know of no gmme more fnir than the na-
tional game of Avstralia—twnap, There i3
no doubt ahout that.

The Mintster for Railways: Two-up is not
the national game.

My, PANTON: It is the natienal game:
it was taught to the Prince of Wales. Tt is
one of the fairest games.

Hon. 8, W, Munsie: Provided it is playel
faivly,

Mr. PANTON: 1f it is not played fairly
it heeomes a wamble. Will the member for
Hannans say that ail horses are run fairly?

Hon. . W. Mansie: I admit that two-up
is as fair as any eambling provided it iy
playved faivly.

Mr. PANTON: 11 it 1= not plaved fairly,
i* reazes to he a game and hecomes a gamble,

Hon. 5. W, Munzie: Surely two-up is a
gamble!

Mr. PANTON: Of course it is. If [
wanted to play two-up, T shiould bave as
much vight to play it in a little shack as T

You might
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would have the right to play poker or bridge
in any aristocratic place in the State,

The Minister for Railways interjected.

Mr. PANTON: Bridge is not a gamnble!

The Minister for Railwavs: Tt s a game
of -gkill,

Mr. PANTON: It is a game of skill un.
doubtedly, but it is rubbish for the Minister
to sav if is not a gamble. Ewvery game en-
tails a eertain amount of skill.

The AMinister For Railwayvs: Fyen cross-
word puzzles.

Mr. PANTON: Tt is possible to make skill
out of anything. T do not know if the Min-
ister is a bridge player, but I venture to sny
that if he is an expert, the average player
would beat him if he got the eards. One
needs to get the cards before he can display
the skill.

My, Hegney: I doubt that.

Mr. PANTON: A young married man
like the hon. member should know
nothing at all about gumbling. My con-
tention is that sulficient money is being in-
vested in gambling inu Western Ausiralia
and that the Goverument should con-
trol gambling through the Criminal Code.
The Government should be hig enough and
game enough to control all such activities.
There is no oceaston whatever for the Bill.
The Bill simply serves to perpetuate the in-
eptitude of the Administration. 1t will not
alter the existing state of affairs in any
shape or form. Aceording to the Bill, the
Minister can give the commission the right
to tun 15 sweeps every year, but if anyone
else wishes to run a sweep, whether it shonld
take the form of a goose club that has been
run for generations past in a factory, or a
sweep in connection with some organisation,
then the majesty of the law can be wielded
by the Minister or the commissien, and a
period put to those activities, T appeal to
the House not to allow the Minister to have
his way with a Bill such as that hefore us.

The Minister for Railways: lt is as good
a5 the Bill you supported previously.

Mr. PANTON: That was a far
Bill.

The Minister tor Railways: There was less
of it.

Mr. PANTON: The Bill before Parha-
ment now provides that 25 per cent. of the
gross profits shall be paid away in expenses,

The Minister for Railways: No, it does
not.

Mr. PANTON : What does it provide for?

better
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The Minister for Railwavs: 1 will tell von
later.
AMr. PANTON: The Minister introduced

. the Bill and it shows that np to 25 per cent.

of the gross profits may be used in the way
I have suggested. Is thai not right?

The Minister for Ratlways: Yes.

My, PANTOXN: Then, does the Minister
inagine that the commission, after paying
themselves £1,000, will do the work for less
than 25 per cent. of the gross profits? Sure-
ly the Minister is not so optimistic as to
believe that. ¥ do not regard £1,000 as too
much to pay the commission if the members
of that body econtrol 15 sweeps during the
year and do the work properly.

The Minister for Railwavs: That amount
covers the payments to all the members of
the eommission; they de not receive £1,000
each.

Mr. PANTON: 1 know that, but the 25
per cent. will include the £1,000 to be paid
to the members of the conunission. [ have
already said that 1 do not complain abont
the payment of £1,000. T the 15 sweeps
are run properly, it will be eheap at that
price. The fact remains that the members
of the commission may use up to 27 per
eent. of the gross profits.

The Minister for Railways: The work is
being done now for 19 per cent.

Mr, PANTON: Do those in charue now
pay themselves £1,000 a year?

The Minister for Railwavs: No.

Mr. PANTON: Then what is the menn-
ing of the Minister’s interjeetion?

The Minister for Railways: Bui {1,060
s a very small item when vou eonsider the
amount involved in 15 sweeps.

Mr. PANTON: But the commission have
to be paid out of the money reecived and
the Bill will give the memhers of the eom-
mission the right to do what T snggest.

The Minister for Railways: But they will
not do it.

Mr. PANTON: That is what the Ainister
says, but the Bill proves that that is the
position.

The Minister for Railways: The
limiis the expenses to 25 per cent,

Mr. PANTON: Yes, that is the maximum,
and the Minister will find that the maxi-
mum will be the minimum.

The Minister for Railways: The present
position proves to the contravy.

Mr. PANTON : There are a lot of sweeps
ran for which fhe expenses are mueh less

Bill



[15 Novemser, 1932.}

than 19 per cent. I think that percentage
i+ altogether too much, What does the 25
per cent. represent on 13 sweeps? I have
worked it out for myself and on the hasis
of 2s. 6d. per rticket, the returns for the
rear will be £93,750. If we take 25 per
cent. that will account for £23,437 being de-
ducfed from the gross amount, Then allow-
ance must be made for prizes on the hasis
of 40 per cent., which accounts for £37,500.
That leaves £32,813 for charities. That
means fo say that the amount avaiiable for
charities throughout the vear will he £9,000
only more than it will eost to run the sweeps.
I do not think that is a wonderful effort on
behalf of charvity.

The Minister for Railways: But it does
not necessarily follow that your figures are
right.

Mr. PANTON: I think they are.

The Minister for Railways: They are
not.

My, PANTON: What is the good of
the Minister talking like that. He was
not following me at all. Tet him say what
were the two first amounts I menticned.
Of conrse he cannot do so. T know the
Minister and his ways. I do not think
it is necessary to go inte the question of
competition with other lotteries. The Min-
ister is an ardent advoeate of loecal in-
dustry and his advocaey in that regard
will enable him to overcome the clement
of competition with efforts made in other
States. Tt is as well for him to remember
that the Western Australian sweeps, with
prize money based on 40 per cent.,, are a
long way below the standard of those be-
ing conducted in the Eastern States, in
connection with which prize money is more
substantial. He will probably find himself
confronted with keen competition hecanse
of the bigger prizes available elsewhere, I
am nof advocating larger prizes. If we are
to run sweeps for the charities, let us run
them along those lines and not conduct
them for the benefit of prometers, or for
the particular persons who will win the big
prizes.

The Minister for Railways: But those
whe will be in eontrol will not be promot-
ers here.

Mr. PANTON: Whai will they he? A
zalary of £250 each is nob too bad in ad-
dition to what the members of the commis-
sion may receive from other avenues.
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The Minister for Railways: That is not
the position.

Mr. PANTON: Four members of the
commission ave to divide £1,000 and T
think that works out at about £250 each.

The Minister for Railwavs: But they
are net promoters.

Mr. PANTON: What will they be, sup-
ervisors?

The Minister for Railwavs: They will
be appointed to do what is necessary to
control the sweeps.

Mr. PANTON: T do not care what the
Minister calls them: the fact remains they
will be paid the amount T have mentiened.
I am anxious to know if we are to continue
the present lax administration ®f the
gambling laws. Can the Minister tell me
why in Leederville we are not allowed to
bet on the whippet races, whereas the peo-
ple at Kalgoorlie can bet as much as they
like on the whippets there? Tz it a geo-
graphical factor that determines whether
the bookmakers are to be allowed to eall
the odds?

The Minister for Railways: You know
that under the Licensing Act the hotels on
the goldficlds can keep open until 11 p.m.,
whereas the hotels elsewhere have to close
at 9 pamn.

Mr. Withers:
whippets at Collie.

Mr. PANTON: Did Parliament ever give
the right to the people on the goldfields
to bet on whippet races and deny people
elsewhere the same right? What is the
good of talking about the licensing laws?

AL, F. ¢ L, Smith: You have {o take
the amenities of eivilisation into consid-
eration.

Mr. PANTON: T do not know whether
the member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe eon-
giders that an indication of the position
on the goldfields.

Mr. F. C. T.. Smith: They must do some-
thing to amuse themselves.

The Minister for Railways: So they go
to the dogs.

Me. PANTON: In my opinion, the pec-
ple should have a perfect right to bet as
much as they like on the whippet races,
but that right should not be confined to
the people of Kalgoorlic alone. If that
right is conceded to them, then people in
other parts of the State should have the
same righf.

The people bei on the
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Hon. J. Cunningham: There is no dog
racing or whippet racing in JKalgoorlie.

Mr. Parker: The races ave conducted at
Ioulder,

Mr. PANTON: I find myself falling
into quife a lot of ervors to-night! It does
not matter where the vace weetings ave
held. If the people in one fown are al-
lowed to bet on the races, others elsewhere
should he allowed the same privilege.

The Minister for Lands: Will they e
ahle to do it after next Saturday!?

Mr. PANTON: I do not know what sig-
nificance attaches to the Minister’s inter-
jeetion. T know one hon. member eom-
plained about a certain gamble in his dis-
triet. The most remarkable feature about
the administration of the gambling laws in
Western Australia is that if a man is
wealthy enough to own and train a horse,
he ean het on his horse to his heart’s con-
tent. PRut if he owns a dog, or hag a son
who is a champion pedestrian ov a champion
cvclist, he is not allowed to het on dog, foat
or c¢veling races, in which those he is inter-
ested in are competing.

Mr. Patrick: They cun bet on them in
the country.

Mr. PANTON: There is another injus-

tice. This must be a political matter.
Mr, Parker: What aboui Collie?
My, PANTON: What do they do at
Collie?

The Minister for Railways: The member
for Collie is present.

Mr. Wilson: We bhet under the Inp at
Collie.

AMr. PANTON: At Leederville we do not
propose to bet under the lap; we want to
bet openly and ahove hoard. We are en-
titled to do so whether it is in connection
with horse-racing, dog-racing, pedestrian
events, eveling races or anything else.

AMr. Thorn: All this shows how hadly the
law is administered,

Mr. PANTON: Of course it does, and it
is time that Parliament took action. What
effect will the Bill have in that dirvection?
Tt will not assist in the slightest degree.
Betting will eontinne to go on under the lap
Tach week-end the same number of men will
be arrested for street or shop betting. Th=
same number of men will train and bet on
the whippets and there will he the same
amount of bhetting in connection with foot
racing and other events, althongh the latter
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i not allowed. I have always held the
opinion that the man who owns a horse or
a dog, or who can ran or vide a bicycle
should have the right to hack himself if he
%0 desire.  He should be ahle to do that
openly, and shonld not do it under the lap.

AMr. Thorn: It will be just as bad as boot-
legging in Ameriea.

Mr, PANTON: Tt is as bad as that now,

The Minister for Railways: You are ad-
vocating more of if.

Mr. PANTON: No, but T am advoeating
eiuity i the administration of the hetting
laws. TIf the (dovernment seek fo stop one
section, they should stop the rest.  They
shonld not prevent one section from hetting
and allow the others to continne.

Mr. Parker: Parliament permitted the
tofe to operate.

Mr. PANTOX: Will Parliament permic
the tote to operate in connection with whip-
pet races? et the member for North-Bast
Fremantle {Mr. Parker} give us some cheay
tegal adviece.

Mr. Parker: You do not reqoire cheap
legal advice, but the correct advice.

Ar. PANTON: Then T will not go to the
hon. member! TIf we are to deal with the
sambling laws, lef us make a job of it. On:z
remarkable feature of the position to-day 13
that week after week the poliee raid the
atreet hetting shops.

Mr. Hegney: And the Chinese gambling
dens.

Mr, PANTON: Week after week the
“Sunday  Times,” the “Mirror” and the

“Taily News,” ivrespective of the provisions
of the Criminal Code, continue with their
job and conduet their gambles.

Mr. Hegney: Buil those are powerful
Iewspipers.

Mr. PANTON: The hon member does not
anggest that there should be one law for
powerful newspapers and another for the
wirkers.

Mr. Hegney: Certainly not.

AMr. PANTON: That was the hon. mem-
her’s suggestion.

Hon. P. Collier: Not a suggestion, but a
lact.

Mr. PANTON: No member of the Gov-
ernment will say there is not sufficient in the
Criminal Code as it stands to-dav to prevent
the continmance of the erossword, newsword,
or. moneyword competitions any longer.
There is no doubt on that point.
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The Minister fur Railways: 1a

Mr. PANTON: XNo.

The Minister for Railways: * ou say thera
i3 not, aud 1 am not disputing vour as-er-
tion, but | was just wondering whether there
1s any doubt about it.

Mr. PANTON: A little while ago another
system of gambling was inaugurated. |
refer fo the tipping competitions.  Wheun
they were dvawn publicly, the police inter-
vencd; when they were drawn privately, the
police again intervened. The newswords
and other newspaper competilions can be
drawn privately and there is no interfer-
ence. They ars pot gambles!

Hou, P. Collier: They are not drawn;
they are adjudicated.

My, PANTON: 1 Jdo not know whether
they are adjudicated ov drawn but the news-
papers are murving on the job.

Hon. P. Collier: Not adjudieating nuw,
but doing time

Mr. PANTNX: 1f the Government intend
to continue allowing that form of gambling,
let us he guite honest with ounvselves and
admit that the Criminal Code requires over-
hauling. Swrely the Minister for Railways
will admit, af any rate, that the present pro-
ceedings are not in the best interestz of the
community. T have no objection fo any
man or woman gumbling to his or her heart’s
eontent, bni. I do ohject to little kiddies run-
ning along with their sixpences to put in
their coupons. The enrse of this cheap
gambling of to-day is the fact that little kid-
dies who eannot reach to the top of the
counter ean he zeen every day of the week
in newspaper offices, pulting in their cou-
pons. T do not think the newspapers them-
selves should sanction that sort of rhing,

Hon. W. D, Johuson: And if & kiddy
shounld win, he gets his photograph in the
paper.

Mr. PANTON : Children sre robbing their
money hoxes to-day in order to indulge in
gambling.

The Minister for Railways: You cannot
expect brothers and sisters to put in their
coupons and the rest of the family to look
on,

Mr. PANTOX: The Minister should put
a stop to that sort of thing.

The Minister for Railways: I do not want
to be a Daniel.

Mr. PANTOY : T do not think the Minis-
ter foes. Let fle law be administered with
equity. Tf it is gond enough for the patrons

there not!?
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of the racecourse, and for others to indulge
m gambling, 1t 15 goud enough fur other
peopte ty do likewise, and have a bet on
bicyele races, fout running or whippet rae-
ing.  Let us be honest with ourselves and
do away with betting on horse ricing alto-
gether, and of course then there will be no
Lorse racing. 1 disagree with the powers
proposed to he given to the commission. The
Bill provides for the Minister to have auth-
ority over the commission. Aceording to
my reading of the Bill the commission 1s
to be given powcer over other bodies. Poer-
sonally, T think the commission should have
full power, or clse the Minister should take
control and be responsible to Parliament.
Personally, if we are to have sweeps, 1 think
they should be contrelled by someone out-
side Parlinment and polities altogether,

Members: Heuar, hear!

Mr., PAXTON: [ do not think the Minis-
ter should have any sayv in the matter at
all. 1f we are able to trust the ecnmis-
sion, there is no oecasion for the Minister
to control the members of it in any shape
or form. We can lay down in an Aect just
how far the proposed commission can go,
how many sweeps ean he 1un, and who are
t+ Dbe the beneficiaries, The commission
should be outside the control of the Minis-
ter, so that there cannot be any political
wirepulling in any shape or form.

The Minister for Railwavs: You can
easily restrict that, if you want it in the
Bill,

Mr, PANTON: [ think it should be re-
stricted. It is not a bit of use, in my
opinion, having a hall measure. I stated
ut the outset it was my intention to move
tor a select committee, but the RBill has been
delayed so long that, to say the least, 1
consider it would be inadvisable to move for
a select committee so late in the session. I
am just ag anxigus to have the Bill setfled
one way or the vther—- -

The Minister for Ruilwavs: You have not
told v= which way.

Mr. PANTON : The Minisier will see that
when the division hell rings.  As T was sav-
ing when 1 was so rudely interrupted by the
Minister, T did propoese to move for a select
committee, but in view of the fact that the
Bill has been so long delayed 1 o not pro-
pose to do so now. 1 was in hopes that a
select committee would moullt the Bill into
something like reasomable shape. T am
quite zatisfied that the Bill eannot he =0
moulded when it veaches the Committee
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stuge. 1 ecannot possibly see how we are
going (o frame the Bill in sueh a way, at
any rate, as to justify my voting for the
second reading, In the circumstances, I
have no option but to vote aganst the second
reading. It the Bill is framed in such a
way as to make it a State Sweep Bill, it wiil
do much towavds minimising the present
system of gambling. I think that not only
the Minister, but every wmember of this
House mmzt deplore the faet that there are
so many childran taking advantage of the
present system £ cheap gambling that has
sprung up.

HON. W. D. JOHNSQON (Guildford-
Midland) 19.20]: Tt is an extraordinary
thing that a Bill of this deseviption should
go through on two speeches.

The Minister for Railways: It has not
gone through yet.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON: I desire to say
most definitely that I never anticipated I
would have to speak to-night.

The Minister for Railways:
either.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I thought the
leaders of the House would have something
fo say on an important matter of this de-
seription.

Mr. Withers: They do not try io justify
anything they bring down,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The question
arvises whether we should not devote some
aitention to considering whether it is right
for the State to depart so far from the
ordinary methods of raising revenue as to
attemipt, by a Bill of this kind, to lecalice
the demoralisation of the people of the
State. It is true that to-day gambling is
on the increase. It is frue also that women
and children who never gambled before are
gambling fo-day. The reason for that is
not very hard to find. It is due to the
fact that people who usually have suffi-
cient to maintain them are not getting
enough to-day. (radually, but suvely, they
can see their homes being depleted of fur-
niture, they can see debts mounting, they
can see their clothing wearing out, and
all with no prospeet of providing for the
needs of the home hy obtaining the neees-
sary money throngh the ordinary channel
of selling their labour. The position with
them has become desperate, and in their
desperation they are turning to any means
to raise the wind. Tt is, or was until re-

I did not,
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cently, quite a common stutement in homes
that the only hope ot putfing things right
for them wus to win a Tattersall’s sweep.
While a ticket in Tatiersall’s was possible
as an investment during the early stages
of the depression, it is beyond most of the

people now. They are deseending now
to the level of pewspapers that en-
courage gambling on the 3d. cressword
puzzle. We know that that form of gam-

Lling exists, but I ask members in all seri-
oushess whether we should follow the peo-
ple down to their degradation, whether we
should capitalise that whick the people are
indulging in to-day fo their own detri-
mnent, whether we should raise money even
for charitable institutions in this manner.
By a Bill of this description we say that
certain e¢hareilable institutions cannot con-
tinue unless lotteries or some other forms
of gambling are legalised, authovised, con-
doned and encouraged by the State hy spe-
cial legislation, [ appeal to my lLabonr
friends on this side of the House to real-
ise what that means In aetuai fact, it is
indivect taxation. Charitable institufions
should, according to my Labour principles,
be maintained by those in a position te
pay the taxation necessary to provide for
them, If this Bill be passed, we say it is
quite right that the people should descend
to the 3d. erossword puzzle, and so enable
newspapers to make huge profits to re-
establish the stability of journalism. We
say it is quite right for the State to take
advantage of such a sitnation and use the
small gambler as a means of providing for
the needs of those charvitable institontions.
[f we do pass a Bill of this kind, it is only -
one section of the comununity that will
rontribute. The men with large incomes,
the leaders of the professions in Western
Australia, the hig investors, the coliectors
of huge dividends and interest, are not
interested in this iethod of raising rev-
enue, except that they know that by
measures of this kind the worker goes on
contributing towards and paying for the
needs of these institntions while they are
evading their responsibility. T, for one,
am not going to support this kind of
legislation. T deplore the conditions of
to-day, but surely it iz our task to try te
roctify them, not to capitalise them. Tf
the law to-dav is not strong enough to en-
able the Minister and his department to
suppress this evil of gamblineg in our midst.
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then the law should be ztrengthened.  The
weakness of the law should not be availed of
as a means of raising money.

The Minister for Railways: You seem
te he repeating all von said a few years
ago.

Hon., W. I). JOHNSON:
what I said then.

1T do not know

The Minister for Railways: You were
inarticulate then.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T have never

once raised my voice in favour of legisla-
tipn of this kind,

The Minister for Railways:
eppose il

Houn, W. D. JOHNSON: 1 venture Lhe
opinion that § must have opposed it, be-
cause, whenever legislation of this kind is
introduced, [ never support it. Il is aguinst
my principles to support muasures of this
deseription. L cimnot vecall what the Min-
ister is referring to, but it would be an
astonishing rvevelation to wme to find T was
eanght in supporting legisiation of this de-
seription.  What was it?

The Minister for Railways:
State Lotteries Bill.

Hon. W. D, JONNSON: I think the Min-
ister will have 17 Jook again. I cannot re-
collect it. 1 do aot think it can be said that
I supported legislation in favour of lot-
teries. However, whether T did or did not,
I am opposing this Bill, which is not com-
parable with the Bill that the Minister has
referred to. After all, that was on a dif-
ferent basis, and, as I say, even on that dif-
ferent basis it did not meet with my ap-
proval, as far as T can remember. Is my
name there?

The Minister for Railways: Yes,

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON : It is just as well
that this matter has heen referrved to. T was in
hospital when that Bill wag introduced, The
member for Leederville (Mr. Panton) eame
to my bedside #nd told me of it. T ex-
pressed my astomizhment that the Bill should
have been introdueed, and inguired from him
whether the pariv, as a party, had endorsed
it. He pointed ont it was nnt n parky mea-
sure, but it had heen introduced. T expressed
my definite hostility to the Bill. T remewn-
her distinetly thet T rvegretted T was nnable
to attend in order to oppose the Bill.

The Minister for Railwayvs: That was at
the mreting of the party, not in Parlia-
menf,

You did not

The previous
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Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: Of cowize, 1
was not here at the time.

The Minister for Radways: Tt is a seri-
ous reflection on the Whip of the {ime.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOXN: | do not know
how the pairing was arranged,

The Minister for Railways:
not be a non-party question?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: That only goes
to show that one does not kuow what is
recorded aguinsi one. but the member tor
Leederville enun testify to the corrcetness of
my statement. It was snany onths hefore
I was nble 1o attend Parliament aftor the
experience that I have referred to, wlhen
the hon, member eame and told me exactly
what was happening in regard to that ]nn-
pused legislation,

The Minister For Railways: That last
statement is nob correct, beenuse vou spoke
in Committee a few days afterwards,

Hon. W, ). JOHNSON -
traordinary thing,
up myself.
that,

The Minister for Railways: | will give
vou the page and number of “Hansard.”

Hon., W, D. JOUNSON: [ will have a
look at that. When ihis Bill reaches the
Committee stage, if it does, I will he able
to speak again, 1 hope it will not reach the
Committee stage; it will nol with my sup-
pert and vote. 1 do not believe the Bill
i= in the public interest. T do not helieve
that we should approach this muestion in
the manner proposed by the Bill. | quite
agree that legislation enn, with advantase,
be introduced for the control or suppression

But would it

That i~ an ex-
However, [ will lnok it
I am not prepared to accept

uf  wumbling.  The conditions  to-day
ure vielous, as the member for Leeder-
ville  eorrectly  pointed  out.  Certain

things are allowed, and other things over-
looked, and the public has ne idea of what
the law is respecling practices of this kind.
Theretore 1 trust the House will not sup-
purt the Bill. [t will reflect no credit on
Parlinment, nor on the State. There is a
proper way of financing ihese institations,
and we are evading that which we -hould o
in the form of legitimate taxution, and put-
ting it in an indireet way. In consequeILce,
ths people are «iYled upon to contrib:te he-
youd their capacity. They are invited to
garrble instead of heing ealled upon to pav
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divect taxation Tor the financing of these
institulions,

On motion by Hon. I'. Collier, debale ad-
journed.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Second  Keading,

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (lTon.
4. Lindsay—Mt. Marshall) [9.32] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is merely
o eontinuation measure in order to vontinue
for another year Secetion 10A of the Act. In
1930 that seetion was inserted in the Traffi
Act in arder fo compel certain vehigles to
leep to preseribod roads, T realise that
many other amendments to the Act arve
necessary, hut in view of the state of the
Notice Paper we have decided mecely fo
deal with this scetion.

Mr. Wansbrough: Why not extend the
Act for another three years?

The MINISTER IF'OR WORKS: Tt is an
cmergency weasure, anid next vear we may
have an entirely different Act. This gues-
tion bas been discussed hy every Govern-
ment in the Commonwealth. The Federal
Government called a conference which was
attended by all the Comwmissioners of Rail-
wavs apd olthers. It was intended by the
Premiers” Confevenee to bring down a um-
form Transport Aet for the whole of Aus-
tralin.  Our original Aet of 1930 was hasel
on the then Queensland Act. Sinee then,
New South Wales has hronght down a very
drastic measure to stop all competition with
the vailways.  Vietorin has not done very
much in that direction, but South Australia
las hrought in what, in wmy view, is the best
Aet in Australia,  Although it does appoint
n transport confrol board. and preseribes
roads upon which passenger or goods vehicles
shall he allowed to run, it does not go as
far as the Gueensland Act of 1930 and pro-
hibit ihe unse of voads to individuals: thaf
is to sax, in South Australia the individual
van carry his own woods.  Tn our original
Act the Minister was given power. in ex-
coplional eases. fo grant permits. This has
heen eonsistently nvailed of. The Aet imposed
some hardships on cerlain sections of the
community.  People living in_all that area
of country betwewsn Perth anid Williams can
use the railway only by going a considerable
distance to the enst. thus greatly inereasinx
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the mileave aver which their goods have to
he enrried.  Tn many instances, we have
given permits to £armers and others in that
district to earry their own goods, When the
Act was before Porliament it was frequently
asserte:dl that it would stop all competition
with the railways. That has not heen so, as
will he seen by the following figures:—TIn
1930, the number of vehicles registered wes
132, and the license fees received amounted
to £780 6. 8d.; in 1931 the figures were,
vehieles 163, Heense fees £3,019; in 1932,
vehicles 180, lieense fees £2,681. That was
to Tune, 1832, and ot the 30th September,
1632, the vehicles numbered 201, So mem-
hers will sce that the compatition with the
rallwava is inereasing, notwithstanding the
lieavy fees inpesed.

Alr. Marshall: That is due greatly fo the
dapression.

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: Tt was
thought that under the heavy license fees no
vehicle wonld remain in compelition with the
raillways.  Tn actunl practiee it has been
found that, notwilhstanding (hose fees, the
competition has increased.  The sole reason
for bringing down this Bill is to extend the
period of Beetion 10A  for nother vear.
When the Bill left this Flouse there waz no
time limit to its operations, but another
place so awmended 31 s fo make it expire o1
the 31st Decomber, 1932, The Bill provides
fur a eontinnation until the 31st December,
1933, When time permits, some further
legislation must be brought down to deal
with this question. Tt is nof easy to decide
what ene shonld do. | had hoped that the
committee appointed by the Premiers’ Con-
ference to iuvestizwale the position would
ave heen able to wive ng something upon
which to framme legislation. but so far nn-
thing has arrived in this State. Conse-
quently T am asking the House to re-enact
the mensure for another vear. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Tou. J. C. Willeock, dehate
adjourned.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Mr. 3. H. S8mith in the Chair; the Min-
i~ter forr Lands iu eharme of the Bill.

Clause J—ngreed lo.
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Clause 2—Amendment of Section 106G
My, CHURCH : I move an amendmeni—
That paragraphs {a) und (b) be struck out.

These paragraphs provide for a limitation
of the area to be fished. This is unjustifi-
nble, hecause it will not limit the shell fished.
Apparently there has been some arrange-
ment between Darwin, Broome and Thurs-
day Island as to the quantity  of shell
which shonld be taken. Theze paragraphs
will only contine Hroome hoats to shelling
in the Broome area, thus precluding their
trading ai other jmportant places on the
coast, such as Hedland, Cos<ack and Ons-
low, wheve shelling has been going on for
the past 60 yvears. Why should those im-
portant areas be closed wp!  The ohject
of the Bill would he attained by curtailing
the quantity of =hell to he fished per hoat.
The cost of fishing at Broome and at Cos-
sack is reckoned to be the saine, hut the
shell fished at is of much more
value than it is farther south, and, morcover,
many more pearls are Found at Broome than
arec  found lower down. Tf the boats
were limiled to the Broome avea, those that
¢hose to go down the coast to fish would
he precluded from doing so. It would not
prevent the hoats at Broome from fishing
in their own waters. What we desire s
that the ountput hevond a cevtain quantity
should be limited. I do not know what
the quantity should be, hut the Minister
could arrange it. If there were 100 hoats
and they were limited Lo five tons per
boat, it would he perfectly fair.  That
would prevent over-production which, I
take if, iz the object of the Bill. To pre-
seribe an area, however, woold he very
unfair.

Mr. COVERLEY: T eannnt agree with
the meniber for Ruehourne who, T think,
has missed the intention of the clause.
He said the elause restricting the area
in which the hoats would be allowed
to fsh would confine the hoatz to  the
Broome waters. That is not intended. The
objeet is to empower the Minisler fo stipu-
late the area in which a boat will he al-
lowed to fish. \Whercever a hoat was regis-
tered, the Minister eould preseribe  an
area in which the boat would be allowed
to fish. At Broome $9 beats are registered
and the Bill will empower the Minister
to prescrite an area in which those hoats

Broon;e
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could fish, Three boals arve registered at
Cossack and two at Onslow and the same
prineiple would apply to them. The Bill
will not aifeet the Roebourne district. The
objert of the Bill i to assist to control
the industry owing to the tluetuating mav-
kei. The pearling industry has suffered
more than most primary industries. Wheat
and wool are not contined iv a partienlar
warket, but only twe firms buy m.o.p.
zhell el both are American firms. .\ maj-
ority of the pearlers in Mustralian waters
have wade an agreement with one Ameri-
can lirm, Girvder & Co., to take a certain
quantity ol shell propovtionate {o the dif-
ferent waters in which m.o.p. iz fished,
Surely those peavlers with most to lose
ghould be considered when we are pass.
ing legislation! [ think there are only iwo
hoats  registered at Hedland, and they,
with the three at Cossack and two at Ons.
low, make seven, compared with 8% at
Broonie. It is logical that the zreater
number at Broome should receive profee-
tion. The hon. memher agrees that legis-
lation is necessary to control the output,
and it is equally necessary to restriet the
area. It is m the interests of the Siate
to retain the overseas market, Broome
shell is recognised as being of the highest
quality in the world and brings the high-
est price. When 1 refer to the Broome
area 1 exclude the area represented hy the
member for Roelwurne. The shell from
the Broome area is valued at from £10 to
£15 per ton ahove that fished in the
waters further south. .\ hand-pump
hoat working in Broome waters is hard
put to it to colleet five fons of shell per
season. In the ares represented by the
hon. member a similar boat night et
seven tons of shell. While the shell iz of
less value, the production is greater to the
extent of two tons per hoat, and that is
the main argument for restricting the area
to the 89 hoats that have agreed to the re-
duction of ontput.

Mr. Chareh: That is what T surgested—
restriet the tonnage per hoat.

Mr. COVERLEY: The industry is auf-
fering from a fluctuating market. The mar-
ket was at a low ebb when a representa-
tive of Ciirder & Co. came to Australia to
zet the fizhing interests to agree to con-
trol. For the first 12 months the pearlers
at Thuarsday Tsland, eontrolled by Burns,
Philp & Cn., did not join the Girder con-
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tract: therefore the whole scheme was not
stecessful.  After 12 months’ experience
of the eontraet, the Thursday Island pearl-
ers joined with ihe Darwin and Western
Australian pearlers to eontrol the outpuf.
They realised the benefit of the scheme.
Surely those mostiy concerned are entitled
to suggest how the industry should he
controlled. Angther firm has entered the
markel and is offering {4 io £3 per ton
more than Girder & o, The pearlers of
Broome have been hard-pressed to find a
market, and now fthey have an pssured
market for a cerfain tonnage, they are
not going to visk losing the organisation
if they ean help it. Therefore they have
decided that the Girder contract is snitable.

In  the Ffrst place, the representa-
tive of the eompany was not suve
of the sunccess of the scheme and so

he offered Kroome an allocation of
350 tons of shell for the first year, 400 for
the secont venr and 750 for the thivd year,
The 350 tons onipnt has been supplied. Fhis
vear he lias agreed to take 00 tons and, if
sneeessful, he proposes to take 550 lons
from the Broome area nest year. The
quantities from Thursday Island and Dar-
win will he correspondingly incrensed each
vear. That is why the Bill stipulates six
tans per hoat. They will not get six tons
this season, The contracl does not provide
for buying i, even if they did get it, bul
it does provide for another 150 tons next
vear. | douht whether they will get six
tons per hoat when they are coufined to the
Broome area. 11 they ave allowed to oper-
ate up and down the cost, particularly in
the arcas the hoi. member has in mind, they
will get seven tons per hont and then fhere
will be over-preduction.

Mr. Chureh: They are supposed to be
limited o a certain ¢zantity per boat,

Mr. COVERLEY - At present they can
fish what quantities they like, sell what they
like and selt it at whatever priee they like.

Mr. Church: They arve selling to Girder
and (o,

Mr, COVERLEY: Then they are very
foolish For they conld get £5 per ton more
Irom the ather firn.  1f the Broome pearlers
didl not realise that the Girder contract was
henelicial to the industry, they would sell
to the other Grm offering the higher price.
However, they %now how the market flue-
tuates, and how quickly over-preduction can

result. They have azked for the amending
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weasure Lo profeet the indosiry and I Lhope
the Minister wiil not agree "5 the amend-
nment,

Mr. ANGELO: 1 support the amendment,
It has hecome necessary to reslrict the out-
put, but I cannot see why any limitation
should be ploced on any aren of the peari-
ing gromuls whence the pearlers wish to
take shell. Ti appears that a contract has
been  entered into Dbetween the Broome
pearlers and a Yew York firm for the pur-
chase of pear] shell. Unless this amendment
is carried, it lnoks vevy mueh as if the
Broome people will have & monopoly. When
I went tp the North-West in 1887 Cossack
was the cenire of the pearling activities
and Broome was nnknown, Why should
this practieally new centre have a monopoly
of the pem? shell business? T am opposed
to any limitation of the area over whieh n
man may fish along the coast.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: One of
the objeets of the Bill is to restriet the ount-
put of pear] shell, and also restriet the aven
over which fishing may be done. The para-
graph the hon. .member desives to delete re-
fers to the vestriction of arvea. If hoats
were allnwed to fish off Onsow, Hedland and
Cog=ack and were permitted to pat their shell
on the market, that would defeat the object
of the Bill. No doubt, liowever, the hetter
cluss of shell obtained in the North would
attraet the best buyers. We should not give
the exelosive right to one port along the
coast, for other ports are entitled to the
same consideration. TIf pearl fishers desive
to zo further down (Le coust there is no rea-
son’ why they should not do so subject to the
approval of the éepartment. Members would
he well advised io leave the Bill as it is.

Mr. PARKER: It seeins wrong to restrict
the aren over which pearl fishing mav be
done, beeause that would lead to the neces-
sity for more policing of the grounds, and
¢reate a lot of trouble and need for expen-
diture. It wonld also take awav a certain
amount of freadom from pearlers with-
out unv particulir objert being achieved.
Why sheuld not  heats  bhe  enfitled
to et shell where they like?  Mother-of-
pearl payvs the oxpenses of the industry and
the pearls represent the profit.

The Minister for [ands: There is a very
limited mavket for pearls.

Mr. PARKER: The price of pearls has
come down considerably. I cannot see any
reazon for restrieting the aress over which
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the boots may fish. At eerlain times in
the yeav hoatls fish on grounds where they
can secare protection from the willy wil-
lies. It may be that the Minister will fix
an area that will afford no protection
for boals at thai time of the vear, with
the result that they will nor be  taken
to sen. Nowmwe hardship may be inflicted,
and 1 da not think the earrying of the
amendment will alTeet the ohjece of the
Bill.

Mr. LAMOXNT: T support the amend-
ment. There is justilieation for restrict-
ing satput but 1 zee none for restrieting
the area over whieh the hoats may fish.
The Bill may provide the boats licensed at
Broome with o monopoly, and an unfair
advantage over the bonts that arve licensed

further sonth.  The member ftor Kim-
berley  explained the relative values of
the =<hell fished in various  waters, and
on u  =zix-ton enteh, the return to the
Broome boats would he £1,110 and to
the heats licensed Efurther south a ve-
turn  of £€1,020, showing an  advantage
to the Broome hoats of £90. The only
way  that could be  rectified would bhe

to allow the southern boats an extra half
ton so as to make up the difference. Under
the Kill the Broome area conld be extended
to Condon and that would have the effcel
ot foreing the southern bheats to ro still
turther south, inte waters where ihe shell
i= of a poorer guality. There s danger
to he feared in restrieting the nrvea.

My, COVERLEY : No logical arguments
have heen advanced in support of the amend-
went. The member for Pilbarra snid that it
might he advisable to allow the southemn
boats to fish an extra half ton, but ns the
Bill stands they are allowed an extra ton.
The member for North-East Fremantle sue-
zested that a fleet of hoats would be re-
quired to police the groands. Surely the
pearlers, who huve {ormed a en-operative
pool mnangst themselves and signed a con-
tract, can he trusted to police their own
industry.

Ar. Parker: How many are not parties
to the eontract?

Mr. COVERLEY: Approximately 17
boats. 1 would prefer to take the views
of the pearlers to those of the member for
North-East  Fremantle, and the pearlers
themselves have nzked For the introduction
of the Bill.
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Mr. Angele: You admit that the Broame
people have asked for ii?

Mr. COVERLEY: [ have alveady ex-
plaiged the position fully. We have passed
legislation to deal with the protection of
other primary products, and the same prin-
ciple should be applied to the pearling in-
dustry.

Hon. J. ¢, WILLCOUI: The wember
for Pilhara snid that the Broome area
eonld be exlended to below Condom and
thns foree the southern boats lower down.

The Minister for Lands: We are going
ta leave the areas as they are now.

Hon. J. ©. WILLCOCTK : 1 shonld like (o
know whether the Proome avea is specifie
or is an a~4a to be declared under the Rill
that will be differen from the Broome
area as it is vegngnized at present. We
should have some partienlars of the boun-
daries proposed to he fixed hy the Bill. Tt
should not he impossible to state what might
he called the houndaries of the Broome area.
I do nat think the Cowmittee would be justi-
fied in passing a Bl which would give
power to define the area of Broome down
as far as Denham ar Shavk Bay. That ap-
pears ta be what members are fearful of,

Mr. Chureh: Why nof leave the area out
altozether?

Hon, J. . WILLCOCK: About 9¢ per
cent. of the pearlers of this State would he
doing a wood Job for themselves and a bei-
fer joh fur the State by getting foreign capi-
tal into the enuntry as a rvesult of the sale
of thetr produet.

Mre. Charcelr: They will not he interfered
with.  We are afraid of nothing but the
areq.

Hon. .[. C. WILLCOCK : It might he ad-
visable not fo pass {he Rill at all

Mro Chareli: Do vou want to limit fhe
quantity of shell?

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: Vs,

The MINISTER T0OR TLAXDS: Two
prineiples nve invelved in the Bill, One 1

{o limit the output. Tt was proposed ‘o
limit the area over which these men might
fish. 1t is very difficult to define houndaries,
It max he Tound that one class of shell may
have a more reamly sale than perhaps a bet-
ter class, Tt depends on the market. I eon-
tendt that the quality of shell fished wwiil de-
lermine the gronnd. Broome shell i1s cer-
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tainly far superior to that obtained further
south. TIf there is a sale for first-class
mother-of-pear] shell, then Broome will be
the fishing ground. Tf a lighter or whiter
qualify shell s rvequirved, then probably the
fishers will go Further souih. T the amend-
ment is carried, the output will be restrictesd
to 400 tons, or whatlever the fuantity is that
the contract entered info between the pearl-
ers and the buvers provides for. In view of
the information we have received, T think
hon. members fear that Broome will not pet
a fair deal.  Broome will, owever, get &
fair deal beeanse of ihe qualits of the shell
there.

Hon. J. C. Willeovk: Xo more hoats ean
he licensed?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:---
Aves .. . .. 23
Noes .. .. . o198
Majority for .. . 4
AVES,
Mr. Angelo Air. J. I Mann
Mr. Barnard Mr. McLarty
Mr. Brown Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Church Mr. Parker
Mr. Davy Mr. Patriek
Mr. D uey Mr. Piessa
Mr. Fergusob Mr. Sampson
M Griflithy Mr. Scaddan
slr, Lamond Mr. Thorn
Mr. Latham My, Wells
Mr. Lindsay Mr. North
Mr. H. W, Mann (Teller)
Noes,
Mr. Collier AMr. Nulsen
Mr. Corbo Mz Slecman
Mr. Gn\'er{ey Mr. F.C. L. Slr_ﬂlh
Mir, Cunnpingham vr. T H. Smith
Miss Holman Mr, Troy
\I», Kenneally Mr. Wansbrough
Mpe. Marshall Mr. Willenck
e, MeCallum Mr. gi:hers
AMr, Millington Mr. ilson
Mr, Munsle {Teller.)
PAIRS,
AYEB. NoOES.
Mr. Keenan Vr. Johnsen
Mr. J. H, Smith Mr. Panton

Clause, as amended, thus passed.
Clause 3—nesatived.
Clause 4—aygreed to.
(lause 3—negatived.
Clause (—agreed io.
Clause T—negatived.
Clanse 8—agreed to.

Bi!l repurted with amendments.
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BILL-GOVERNMENT FERRIES.
Second Reading.
Debate restmed from the 2nd November.

HON. J. C. WILLCOCK ((ievaldron)
[10.30] : T have looked through the 13ill and
I ean see no objection to it.  As ihe Min.
ister said, it is merely to pas=s the conirol
ol the ferries to the Commissioner of Rail.
ways, to give bim the neeessary authority
to run the ferries, Thiz contrel, of conrse,
wust he given under Act of Parliament. The
Bill does not go any tarther than that, =0
I will support the seiond reading.

MR. WELLS (Cunning) [10.32]: I have
no ohjection to the transfer of the wutility
embodied in the Bill, amd T am pleased to
note that the fervies are one of the utilities
showing a slight profit. But while the fer-
ries may he qmite satisfactory from that
point of view, the hoats in (he service are
not satisfactory,  The “Perth” is far too
large and eostly in ruming, and I think an
alteration could he made by the provision
of two smaller boats which counld he oper-
ated at very much lower cost. A few vears
ago a Diesel engine for a proposed new boai
for this serviece was purchased at a cost
of £4.800. Up to date interest on that en-
aine has acerued to the amount of £1,500,
and so we have in cold storage an engine
wkich has cosi the State £6,:300. That en-
gine Is searcely suituhle For a bhoai sueh as
is required for (lHs service, consequentic |
urge upon (he Mintter that he :well that en-
2'ne and use the money in the nrovision ot
two suitable boats,

The Minister for Railwavs: Do yveu know
a buyver?

Mr, WELLS: You never know what you
can do till vou try. I have sold many things
which in the first place T did not expect to
sell. At any rate, efforts should he made
fo sell that engine, hecause it is ealing up
i good deal of interest, and ali to no ad-
vantage,

Mr. Corbov: But is it not obsolete now?

Mr. WELLS: Tt may be obsolete for the
purpose for which is was purehased, but 1t
wonld he a very useful engine for some
other purpose.  The “Perth” is not only
very expensive to operate, but during the
summer season she is frequently taken off the
service to Tun viver trips and excursions,
and at such times other hoats have fo he
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hired to take her place in the ferry service.
Also during the winter months the smaller
permanent hosts are by no means suitable,
and passengers traveiling by them are put
to inconvenience and diseomfort. I urge
the Minister to dispese of that engine in
cold storage and use the money in building
two snitable boats for the service.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee,

Bill passed through Comumittee without
debate, reported without amendment and
report adopted.

BILL—TENANTS, PURCHASERS, AND
MORTGAGORS' RELIBEF ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 27th Septem-
ber.

MR, EKENNEALLY (Kast Perth)
110.4071: This measure is designed to ex-
tend the existing Act for one year. When
notice was given to introduce the measure,
we pointed out that it would have heen
far better te introduce it in a manner to
give an opportunity fo improve the pro-
visions of the Aet rather than confine the
procedure to voting for or against an ex-
tension of the existing provisions. The
Government would not listen to that pro-
posal.  In most of our emergency legis-
lation we have endeavoured to explore
hitherto uncharted channels, and the re-
sult of the experience gained from the
operations of the Acts has enahled us to
ascertain ways in whieh such legislation
could be improved. It iz a pity that the
action of the Government prevenis us
from moving amendments to improve this
legislation. The Act has been a godsend
to people who, through unemployment,
have not been able to meet their rent com-
mitments or who, having entered into con-
tracts to nurchase homes on the time pay-
ment principle, have found themselves,
through unemployment, unahle to meet
their obligations. The administration of
the Act eails for a2 meed of praise for the
magistrate who has mainly had to «ive
effect to the measure. Mr. Moseley has
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displayed a keen insight into human nat-
ure and has been desivous of seeing that
the right thing was done betwcen tenant
and landlerd, The fact that the relief
asked for haz not always been granted
has been due, not te any desire on the
part of the magistrate not to do the right
thing, but to the limitations imposed upon
him by the Aet. Therefore, it is a matter
for regret that the (lovernment have not
enabled us to point oui the defeets of the
Aet and move amendments to remedy
them. One main direction in which the
Aect eould be improved would be by the
deletion of the provisien for contracting
outside the Act. When the Bill was be-
fore the ITouse, it was pointed out that
that provision would be detrimental. If
a person is unemploved and is directed to
vacate a house on account of inability to
pay the rent, and if he secures another
house, the seeond landlord may compel the
tenant to sign a doeument agrecing not to
take advantage of the Act. If he =igns
undertaking, no matter whet misfortune
may overtake him aftirwards, the magis-
trate has no power to grant relief. Mem-
hers on this side of the House, and T be-
lieve members on the Government side
who have had experience of the Aet, de-
sire that snch a person =hould he able to
take advantage of the Act. However, the
landlord dictates to a tenant hefore he is
able to go into the house and the measure
fails to give the relief intended. The Min-
ister said if a case counld be pnt up for
amending the Aect, he would give attention
to the introduction of another Bill.

The Attorney General: T think T said
that any member was perfectly free to
introduce a Bill.

Mr. KENNEALLYs That wonld be a
private member’s Bill and it would be
placed at the bottom of the Notice Paper,
whereas a GGovernment measure would take
precedence.

The Attorney Genernl: There would he
an opportunity to consider it.

The Premier: Are you satisfied with this
Bill?

Mr. KENNEALLY: No; and T do not
think the Premier is, either.

The Premier: I am.,

Mr. KENNEALLY: I do not think the
Premier ig, becanse the Act allows a man
to contract himself outside the provisions
of the measure, thus placing himself in no
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hetter position than he oceupicd  before
the legislation was enacted, Thevefore the
Premicr must have been a little premature
in expressing his  satisfaciion with the
Bil. 1 think there are other members on
the Government side who arve not alto-
gether satisfied with it. Generally speaking,
the landlords of the eity are not acting in
a manner that could be ealled unreason-
able. I pay them that tribute. Represent-
ing a district that is to a large extent com-
posed of poorer people, T am brought into
contact with landlords as mueh as
is the average member. There are
exceptions.  Cienerally speaking the land-
lords are playing a  veasonable part
in theze diffieult times, but one has to keep
an eve upon those who are not plaving the
gane. There are some who are insisting
upon seeing u signed receipt for the rent
paid in the cease of the house previously
oceupied, before they will allow anyone to
go into their own dweiling. Othor tandlords
are insisting upon the tenants confracting
themselves out of the provisions of the Act
hefore they enter their doors. Tenants who
are out of employment are having a hord
time. Thev obfain protection orders from
the court for, say, Lwno months, und at the
end of that period may gef an extension for
a similar term. On the next occasion the
magistrate may say to them that the land-
lord has done a fair thing by them and that
they must find some other place of abode.
If that tenant is out of work he c¢an have
no maney with which to pay the rent of an-
other house. 1f then landlords insist upon
seeiny signed receipts for the rent paid for
the previous house and in other cases insist
apon the tenant contracting himself outside
the Act the unfortunate people who are seek-
ing a home are as badly off as they were
before this legislation was passed. I want
to see the Act amended by the deletion of
Seetion 24, which enables prople to contract
themseives outside the Act. I would also
refer to those persons who entered into a
contract to purchase a home during the good
times and who now find that, in many eases,
their equity in the property has entirely dis-
appeared. The purchaser may have paid
£150 down and a good deal of money be-
sides by way of ipstalments. The property
bad a certain value when the contraet was
enfered into, but that value has been de-
ereased to such an extent that the purchaser
would be better off if the contract could be
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allowed to go by the board, and he conld
geb about buying a new home at prasent
priees, In effect, the depression has meant
that the purchaser has paid ont more than
the property is worth at to-day's value. To
such a man the existing legislation affords
no relief. Then there is another poinit. The
magistralte has suled that if the wife is the
owner of the uroperty, amd. hecause her
husband is eut of work, she iz no longer
able to conlinue the payments, he can do
nothing for her within the funr corners of
the Aet. T am sure it is an oversighl that
sueh enses as this have not been provided
for. It is not a question of the husband
heitg unable to pay beeanse he is out of
work, but of the wife being nnable io pay
heeause her hushand is out of work. The
magistrate ean give no relief in sueh n case.
This is an elbvious fav in the Act. Mem-
bers on bolh sides of the House agreed as
to the neeessity for this legisiation, and we
all theught that it wanld apply to o case
such as this. Tt is most important that all
tho=ce anomalies should he reectilied. We are
told that unless a private measura is hronght
down these defects cannot le remedied, I
fail to see why the Govermmment should not
bring down a Bill to ecnable these over-
sights to he made good. T1f we do not give
protection to the wife i the tcircumstances
I have disclosed, hy Lhe time we turn the
imaginary eorner a great deal of dilfieulty
will be ereated. Tt will be impossible to em-
ploy everybody at once. That being so,
whatever equity may remain in the name of
the wife will have entively disuppeared hy
the time her hmsband is able to resume the
iob of earning a livelihood for his family.
She will not have the opportunity, partieu-
lexly if the proteclive legislation should ter-
minate suddenly, to retrieve her position.
f what was in the winds of members at the
time we passed the legislation mayv be
Judged, it was intended that the proteetion
should he providled, irrespective of whethet
the property stood in the name of the hus-
band or the wife. so long as it eould he
shown that the non-payment of the money
was dne {0 unemplovment. That being so,
it seems to he necessary to rectify the wrony
that we unwittingly did when we passed the
legislation in its present form. Now that it
has been ruled by the eourt that the Act does
not apply where the wife owns the pro-
perty, we should amend the Aet to make it
clear that we did intend it {0 so apply. T
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preciate the beneficial effect of the Act.
ad tle Act not been passed, more troubl-
15 timez would have confronted the com-
unity. Many people were being turned
at of their homes, and that could not con-
nue without creating reemendous problems.
ve are now afforded a favourable oppor-
mity to amend the Act hy dealing with
1ese two material blots. There are other
nall alterations that one's experience as the
wolt of many appearances in court on be-
alf of persons who have npplied for pro-
wtion orders. suggests should be dealt with
! we were overhauling the Aet, but, in ihe
wantime T hope ihe Minister will grant re-
el on the two major pointz T have men-
oned,

On motion hy Minizter for Lands, debafe
djourned,

Hause adjonrned at 114 pa,

Tegislative Council,

Wednesduy, 16th Norvember, 1932,
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair

vy, and read prayers.

al 4.0

QUESTION—SUPERPHOSPHATE
BONTUS.

Hon. (. W. MILES asked the Chief See-
retary,—To assist the dairying, pig-rais-
ing, grazing, and fat lamb industries of
the State, is it the intention of the (Gov-
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ernent to urge the Commenwealth Gov-
ermnent to maintain the superphosphate
honus of £1 per ton recently announced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
pavment of a bonus iz entirvely a matter
for the Federal Goyvernment,

QUBSTION—COLLIE COAL, ROYAL
COMMISSION.

Hon, G. W. MILES (tor Hon. Sir lid-
ward Wittenoomn) asked the Chiel Seere-
tary. 1, In what eircumstances, and Eor
whaf reasons, was a Royal Commissioner
appeinted to hwgoire into the husiness of
the \nalgamated Collievies Company ! 2,
At whose instigation was it done, the Pre-
mier, the Government, or any member ol
the Government? 3, What will be the cost
of employing Dr. Herman for condueiing
this Commission? 4, Iz it intended to con-
duet a Farther inquiry under this Royal
Commissioner into other companies, such
as the Swan Brewery, the West Australian
NKewspapers Company, the Orient or P. &
0. Navigation Company? 3, If not, why
not ¥ )

The CHIEF SECRETARY veplied: 1,
and 2, A resolutivn was passed by the Leg-
islative Council requesting the appoint-
ment of a Commission on the 12th Novem-
ber, 1930, Copy ol resolufion is attached.
3, The cosl ecannot be stated until the
inguiry is completed. 4, No. 3, The Gov-
ernment has not {as was the case in con-
neetion with the Coal Commission) rve-
ceived a request to hold an inquiry. Reso-
lntion—That a Roxal Commission be ap-
pointed fe inguire into and report upon
the coal industry of the State and par-
ticularly regarding:—1, The present posi-
tion of the coal industry ineluding the pro-
duction, carriage, distribution, bunkering,
and sale of conl. 2, The cost of produnetion,
including interest. rent, royalties, eoimnis-
sion salaries, wages, railway and shipping
freight: andd all oiher expenditure. 3, The
profits or losses of collieries or corpora-
tions interested in the coal industry. 4,
The efliciency of management. marketing,
and conirel, including bnsiness methods,
keeping ol accounts, method of mining,
and the utilisation of Ly-products. 3, The
importation of eoal into the State, the re-
lative values of imported and Stale evals.



